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In these circumstances I do not consider that any useful purpose would be served 
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Editorial 





100 months of Searchlight 


SEARCHLIGHT was born of need. In 
the late 50s and early 60s, there were 
growing signs that the British Fascist 
Right, dormant since the days of 
Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts before 
the war, was undergoing a revival. By 
1962, the fascists were sufficiently self- 
confident to announce the foundation 
of the openly-named National Socialist 
Movement — inaugurated on Hitler’s 
birthday and proclaiming its existence 
at a Trafalgar Square rally, under the 
slogan ‘‘Free Britain from Jewish 
Control’’. 

Alarmed by this development, a group of 
anti-fascists set up a newspaper-style 
journal, Searchlight, to monitor the doings 
of Colin Jordan, John Tyndall and other 
leaders of the NSM. The early editors 
included Reg Freeson and Joan Lestor, and 
when it ceased publications in 1967, its 
journalists continued to monitor the ultra- 
right, and to provide information to the 
then small number of Fleet St reporters who 
were interested in the regrowth of fascist 
ideas in Britain. 

By the mid-70s, however, it was clear that 
British Fascism (now largely organised in 
the National Front) had moved beyond, if 
not lunacy, then at least the fringe. In 1972, 
the Front had emerged as the joint leader 
(with the Monday Club) of the campaign 
against the admission of 30,000 British 
passport-holding Asian refugees from 
Uganda. In the following year, the NF’s 
Activities Organiser, Martin Webster, saved 
his deposit at a by-election in West 
Bromwich. And the Front itself, formerly 
led by elderly imperialists and ex-Tories, 
was now under the firm control of John 
Tyndall, who had announced at Trafalgar 
Square that ‘‘the Jew is a poisonous maggot 
feeding on a body in advanced stages of 
decay’’. 

It was felt to be high time for the 
researchers who had founded Searchlight to 
go public once again. In 1974, a pamphlet 
called A Well-Oiled Nazi Machine was 
produced, which outlined not only the NF’s 
present activities, but the unambiguously 
nazi backgrounds of its leadership. And 
then, in February 1975, the same group 
produced the pilot issue of a revived, 
magazine-format version of Searchlight 
itself. 

This is the 100th edition of the new 
Searchlight, and it is now a good time to 
take stock, not just of the magazine, but of 
the racist, fascist and authoritarian 
movements that we have sought to expose 
over the years. 


* * * 


The first task of the magazine was not so 
much to describe or analyse contemporary 
British fascism, but to win the argument 
that it existed. At the time, the fashionable 


opinion was that the NF was no more than 
a particularly virulent anti-immigration 
pressure group, unpleasant, yes, but 
certainly not nazi in any classic sense 
(indeed, to describe the NF as nazi was seen 
in many quarters as evidence of the wildest 
left-wing paranoia). In the first year of the 
magazine’s new life, we sought to prove our 
contention in a number of ways. First, we 
consistently hammered away at the point 
that, whatever they might claim to be now, 
the leaders of the NF certainly had been 
open nazis in the past. In our first edition, 
we revealed that a leading Front member — 
allowed by the authorities to lay a 
Remembrance Day wreath at the Cenotaph 
— had stood up in a German court and 
expressed the wish that Hitler had won the 
war. And in August 1975, we printed an 
exclusive picture of NF leaders visiting neo- 
nazis in Germany. 

Second, we pointed out the violence of 
this supposedly respectable organisation. 
As we have done frequently since, we listed 
the criminal convictions of NF leaders. in 
July 1975, we revealed links between the NF 
and Ulster Defence Association gun- 
runners. In September, we reported that an 
armed bank robber was claiming to have 
raised funds for the National Front by way 
of his profession. 

And third, we began to expose the 
Front’s links with much more shadowy, 
openly-nazi organisations in Britain and 
abroad (a tradition which was to 
characterise the magazine up to the present 
day). In April 1975, we were the first people 
to reveal the existence of the League of St 
George, the sinister outfit which, more 
recently, we have proved to have provided 
safe houses for European fascist terrorists 
on the run. In May 1975, similarly, we 
exposed the even-more covert Column 88, 
as a hard-line, militarily-organised nazi cell 
operating in Britain. And in October 1975, 
we reported for the first time anywhere on 
the annual, international neo-nazi rally at 
Diksmuide, Belgium, which, again, has 
continued to feature in our coverage of the 
considerable links between British nazis and 
their foreign counterparts. 

During the first two years of the 
magazine, we also spent much time 
exposing the pseudo-respectable rhetoric of 
the National Front. In particular, we 
challenged the dominant view that the 
breakaway National Party (which left the 
Front in late 1975) was somehow a more 
moderate, ‘‘populist’’ anti-immigration 
organisation. Drawing on the experience of 
the 1930s, we pointed out how remarkably 
similar the National Party’s rhetoric was to 
that of the Strasserite, ‘‘National 
Bolshevik’’ faction of the German Nazi 
Party; and we were able to show how the 
NF old guard used Hitlerite rhetoric 
(including, covertly, quotes from Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf) in their campaign to purge 
the party of heresy. 


We also began to look at non-fascist, but 
still authoritarian and anti-democratic 
movements on the fringes of the Tory 
Party. In November 1976, we reprinted a 
number of secret documents which exposed 
links between prominent British right- 
wingers and various dictatorial foreign 
regimes. We kept our eye on figures — like 
the ubiquitous Dowager Lady Jane 
Birdwood — who, while retaining Tory 
Party membership, marched with the NF 
and spoke at their rallies. And in July 1977, 
we revealed how nazi Peter Marriner had 
infiltrated the Birmingham Ladywood 
Labour Party and indeed become its 
election agent. 

Following the disturbances at Ladywood 
and Lewisham in the autumn of 1977, 
Searchlight welcomed the growth of a mass- 
movement against racism in general and the 
National Front in particular. Maurice 
Ludmer, the magazine’s editor, was a 
founding member of the Anti-Nazi League, 
and the magazine’s considerable files were 
put at the disposal of the ANL in its 
campaign to give the widest publicity to the 
nazi backgrounds of the NF leaders, both in 
the form of photographs of NF leaders 
Tyndall and Webster bedecked in nazi 
regalia, and in that of quotations from 
earlier and less circumspect times. 

We were also concerned, however, to 
expose the increasingly nazi foregrounds of 
leading NF members and, in particular, to 
show how the NF’s then journal Spearhead 
was itself blowing the gaffe on what the 
Front really believed. Whether in coded 
form or not, articles in Spearhead began to 
extol anti-democratic and authoritarian 
ideas, to outline the classic nazi conspiracy 
theory of history in increasingly 
unambiguous forms (the euphemisms 
‘‘alien’’ and ‘‘cosmopolitan’’ giving way to 
the more honest ‘‘Zionist’’ and ‘‘Jewish’’) 
and, most importantly, to claim that the 
nazis grossest crime, the killing of six 
million Jews, had not occurred. We began 
to expose this campaign of ‘‘revisionism”’ 
in October 1977; in December we were the 
first to name NF leader Richard Verrall as 
the secret author of the revisionist and anti- 
semitic pamphlet Did Six Million Really Die 
(an identification which he denied at the 
time, but which we finally produced 
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Maurice Ludmer, Searchiight’s late founder and editor. 


incontrovertible proof for in April this 
year); and in more recent editions, we have 
continued to reveal the nature and finances 
of the ‘‘revisionist movement’’, and, in 
particular, the California-based Institute 
for Historical Review, whose director, we 
pointed out in June 1981, was none other 
than the former NF-er Dave McCalden, 
working under a pseudonym. 

The exposure of the increasingly Nazi 
rhetoric of the NF — given wide publicity 
by the Anti-Racist and Anti-Fascist 
movement — did much to demolish the 
case of those who argued that the NF was 
not a classic, fascist organisation. There 
was another politcal battle to be fought, 
however which was against those on the left 
who argued that a specific, anti-fascist 
struggle was irrelevant, because Britain was 
fascist already, and the fight against one 
peculiarly overt form of fascism deviated 
activists from the wider struggle against an 
already crypto-fascist state. 

Searchlight believed (and for that matter 
believes) that such an attitude is misleading 
and dangerous. From our beginnings in 
1975, we had argued that the democratic 
gains of British history — like universal 
suffrage — were real, and, furthermore, 
that the National Front would abolish them 
if they came to power. In particular, we 
pointed out that no fascist country has ever 
permitted an independent trade union 
movement, and from our first edition 
onwards we gave considerable coverage, 
both to the NF’s corporatist policies 
towards the trade unions, and to the way in 
which the NF was infiltrating the movement 
(particularly, the NF gained footholds in 
the post office, and we later exposed a 
similar attempt to gain influence within the 
prison service). 

Throughout the period leading-up to the 
1979 General Election (at which the Front 
planned to stand over 300 candidates, and, 
following local election successes, looked 
forward to a breakthrough), we viewed our 
main task as providing information to 
back-up anti-fascist and anti-racist 
campaigners. In May 1977, we pointed out 
the increasingly ‘‘respectable’’ nature of 
what we dubbed as ‘‘academic racism’’; in 
November 1977, we reprinted a television 


interview of Martin Webster by Ludovic 
Kennedy, to demonstrate how feeble the 
media’s coverage of the NF was at the time; 
in February 1978, we published a secret 
‘‘instructional tape’’, issued by Column 88; 
and in May 1978 we printed a set of equally 
secret NF Directorate minutes, which 
showed clearly that the NF leadership was 
committed to instituting a dictatorship in 
Britain if they ever came to power. 

It is our belief that the mass-movement 
against racism and fascism — in which 
we’re pleased to play a part — was one of 
the most significant factors in the 
catastrophic performance of the National 
Front at the 1979 General Election (for the 
other, see below). Our simple purpose had 
been to ‘‘turn the searchlight on the 
extremists’’, and what we and others 
revealed did much, we believe, to arrest the 
growth of support for the National Front 
amongst the disillusioned middle-class, the 
threatened working class, and the growing 
ranks of the young white unemployed. 


* * * 


After the General Election debacle, it was 
clear that the Fascist Right would reassess 
its strategy, and that this reassessment 
would take its usual form of violent and 
bitter internal faction fighting. In the year 
following the Election, during which the 
NF split into no less than five splinters, we 
printed a number of internal documents 
which revealed not only the depth of the 
crisis, but also the part that we had played 
in bringing it about (as one ‘‘private and 
confidential’? document put it, ‘‘we have 
seen the Zionist-red gutter rag Searchlight 
revealing our own misdeeds issue after 
issue’’). And, as had happened during the 
1975 split, it was clear that the various 
factions, denied information from their 
own leaders, were turning to Searchlight to 
find out what was going on! 

Our Editor Maurice Ludmer was the first 
British journalist to argue that the 


consequences of the election defeat were. 


that the NF would reject the ‘‘pseudo- 
respectable’ tactic of the electoral period, 
and pursue instead a ‘‘strategy of tension’’, 
involving the deliberate creation of an 
atmosphere of terror and intimidation. 
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Since 1979, we have reported in depth the 
various aspects of this strategy in practice. 

Throughout our history, we have sought 
to list regularly individual acts of violence 
and harassment by NF members and/or 
supporters against black people. After 
1979, such attacks reached epidemic 
proportions, and the CARF (Campaign 
Against Racism and Fascism) section of the 
magazine has listed such attacks month by 
month, becoming the most comprehensive 
source of this important information. In 
addition, we have covered the trials of NF 
and other fascist activists charged with arms 
offences, and, in particular, we have run a 
long campaign for the arrest of Leicester 
fascist solicitor Anthony Reed Herbert for 
arms trafficking (Searchlight originally 
exposed Reed-Herbert’s involvement, and 
chased him to his Southern Irish bolthole, 
where he still resides). 

We have also run countless stories on the 
connections between British Nazi groups 
and European fascist terrorists. In March, 
1981, we first posited the theory that the 
League of St George was providing ‘‘safe 
houses’’ for Italian terrorists on the run 
(subsequently confirmed); we had begun to 
reveal the British activities of the Turkish 
fascist group the Grey Wolves as early as 
March 1979; and, in September and 
December 1980, we detailed the British 
connections of Italian and German fascists 
connected with the horrendous Bologna 
and Munich outrages of the summer 
before. We had also exposed, in July of 
that year, the connection between the 
Diksmuide fascist festival (once again, 
attended by British Nazis) and an 
international ‘‘strategy of tension’’ of 
which Munich, Bologna and subsequently 
the Rue Copernic bombing in Paris were an 
obvious part. And in August 1981, we 
achieved front-page coverage in the press 
(not for the first or last time) with our story 
that fascist axeman Tony Malski planned to 
carbomb the Notting Hill Carnival. 
Exposed, the plan was jettisoned. 

1981 was, however, a sad year for us. In 
May, our founder and editor, Maurice 
Ludmer, died of a heart attack at the 
tragically early age of 54. In July, we 
devoted a whole issue to an appreciation of 
his life-long struggle against racism and 
fascism, not just from those who worked 
with him on the magazine, but from a huge 


number of MPs, trade union leaders, 
churchmen and anti-racist activists 
(including Professors Stuart Hall and 


Robert Moore, Jeremy Hawthorn of the 
British Council of Churches, Joan Lester 
MP and Len Murray, General Secretary of 
the TUC). 

Maurice’s view had always been, as 
stated, that the National Front and the 
other fascist organisations were not just 
more militant versions of the Tory Party, 
but a distinct phenomenon, directly 
comparable with the German and Italian 
fascists of the 1930s. He had pointed out, 
for example how the NF had long since 
ceased to be particularly concerned with 
‘the numbers game’’ of black and asian 
immigration (the obsession of the 
Conservative and indeed Labour Parties), 
but had realised in the mid-70s that, for the 
racist grassroots, the key issue was getting 
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rid of the blacks already here. He 
understood too, that when Margaret 
Thatcher made her famous statement (on 
January 31 1978), that white people were 
frightened of being ‘‘rather swamped’’ by 
people of ‘‘an alien cu/ture’’, it was a highly 
significant sea-change. From then on, the 
unspoken Tory assumption was that 
immigration control (which had, in any real 
sense, become ‘‘immigration cessation’’ in 
1971) was not sufficient: if black Britons 
were fundamentally, culturally alien, then 
the traditional policy of ‘‘control at the 
point of entry/integration within the 
borders’’ was no longer a feasible state 
strategy. 
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The CARF pages of Searchlight (the 
CARF section first appeared in the 
magazine in December 1979) have given 
considerable coverage to the policy which 
the Institute of Race Relations has defined 
as ‘“‘induced repatriation’’ (in particular, 
the explosion in deportations and the many 
abuses of police power). In the rest of the 
magazine, there have been a whole series of 
stories revealing how, as with the racial 
ideologies of the Racist Right of the Tory 
Party (or, more accurately, the other way 
round), the organisational dividing line too 
has become increasingly difficult to draw. 
In September 1981, we gave exclusive, 
detailed coverage to the activities of the 
WISE group, which brings together veteran 
Nazis like Andrew Fountaine and Kenneth 
McKilliam with Tory right-wingers like 
Harvey Proctor and the (now late) Ronald 
Bell. In March 1982, we ran a major feature 
on the ‘‘bridging work’’ of right-wing 
historian David Irving (a theme we have 
returned to again and again, particularly as 
Irving has developed ever-closer links with 
German Neo-Nazi movements). In 
November 1982, we revealed that the Tory 
Salisbury Group (run largely by 
Conservative academics with present or 
past connections with Peterhouse College, 
Cambridge) had started a magazine, whose 
first issue advocated compulsory 
repatriation. And, during the June 1983 
election campaign, we were responsible for 
exposing the Tory candidature of former- 


fascist Tom Finnegan in the North East 
(and one or two other, interestingly-pasted 
Tory candidates as well). 

It is our view, therefore, that British 
Fascism has re-emerged in two different but 
complementary forms. On the one hand, 
there are the covert and overt promoters of 
racial violence, whether that violence be 
performed by NF and British Movement 
skinheads on the streets, or organised by 
much more sophisticated conspirators with 
extensive European and American fascist 
connections. 

In this form, the fascist right has moved 
much further away from the mainstream of 
British politics, towards terror-tactics on 
the European model. 

But, on the other hand, there is the 
phenomenon of a_ new right-wing 
consensus, which is much _ closer 
ideologically to fascism than Conservatism 
has been since the 1930s. As Thatcherism’s 
‘libertarian’ rhetoric has faded, a new 
authoritarian populism has arisen, fuelled 
by the riots of 1981 and the Falklands 
Campaign of 1982, which is much more at 
home with notions of nationalism, kith and 
kin and the ‘‘ancestral voices of the past’’. 
The increased respectability of racist ideas, 
whether promoted by pseudo-scientists or 
Cambridge academics, is a function of this 
development: as is the growing militancy 
and unaccountability of the police. 


* * * 


Our hundredth issue happily coincides with 
our move onto the public bookstalls. 
Although our circulation has held up well 
(despite the fading of the anti-racist mass 
movement of the late ’70s), we are aware 
that if we are to survive, we must 
dramatically increase our readership. We 
think it is politically important to do this 
too, in the context of a _ resurgent 
ideological right which embraces not just 
the small fascist groups, but the governing 
party of the country. We will be continuing 
to expose the activities of Nazis and Fascists 
who openly parade in wolves’ clothing: we 
will also develop our coverage of those 
rather more sophisticated predators, who 
see fit to dress themselves up in rather more 
effective disguises. 

We will continue, as well, our various 
regular features that have been developed 
over the years. Page 2 is the traditional 
home of our editorial (usually considerably 
shorter than this one!). From page 3 to page 
15 or 16, there are general news stories, our 
gossip column ‘Whispers’, our ‘Recap’ 
section (which seeks to aquaint newer 
readers with the history of the extreme right 
and its ideas in a kind of part-work form), 
our regular look at the fascist press (“What 
Their Papers Say’), the ‘International 
Round-Up’ and ‘News in Brief’. The last 
four or five pages of the magazine consist 
of the CARF section, which concentrates 
on anti-racist coverage, racial harassment 
and violence, deportations and the role of 
the police. We also run regular book 
reviews and letters, and a round-up of the 
previous year in every January edition. 

In addition to the production of the 
magazine (monthly since May 1975), 


Continued on page 7 


DPP refuses to act against 
Malski’s army 


THE Director of Public Prosecutions’ enquiry into the ; 
Secondly, his boasts are not empty, and 


paramilitary activities of Tony Malski and his National 
Socialist Action Party has ended with an astonishing 
decision not even to interview Malski, let alone take action 


against him. 


In a letter to former MP Foan 


Lester, who last June asked his 
department to investigate Malski’s 
activities, DPP Anthony Hetherington 
says ‘‘I do not consider that any useful 
purpose would be served in asking the 
police to interview Malski or any other 
persons ... Such a course of action 
would be far more likely to have a 
harmful result in that it would increase 
Malski’s standing amongst his 
supporters and feed his own desire for 
attention’’. 

Hetherington’s reply deals, in fact, with 
only two things: Malski’s public boast 
about procuring arms and ammunition, 
and the hit list of prominent Jews circulated 
by the NSAP. It says nothing of Malski’s 
links with French nazis who in 1980 
provided him with detonators for an 
intended terrorist attack. Nor does it say 


anything of Special Branch’s failure to act 
when Searchlight provided them with 
advance details of Malski’s travel 
arrangements for bringing the detonators 
into the country. Equally, it does not 
mention Malski’s attempts to infiltrate 
members into the Territorial Army, nor, 
most noticeably, does it mention Malski’s 
publicly declared and criminal intention, 
printed in his party journal The European, 
to organise paramilitary units to put on the 
streets. 

Hetherington gives three reasons for not 
acting against Malski: first, his group is 
small; second, his boasts are empty; and 
third, to do anything would feed his ego 
and increase his standing amongst his 
supporters. 

All are spurious. Firstly, it is invariably 
the case that terrorist groups are small, and 
in any event, this has not prevented the 
prosecution of small groups of people 


charged with terrorist offences in the past. 


other nazis have been shown his collections 
of weapons and detonators. Thirdly, the 
one thing which currently does feed his ego 
and enhance his standing amongst young 
violently-inclined nazis is his ability to ‘do 
the business’ with apparent immunity from 
legal prosecution. 

If it is true, as Hetherington says, that 
local police chiefs have no firm evidence 
about Malski’s intentions and that Joan 
Lestor’s dossier “‘served a most useful 
purpose in ensuring that their files are kept 
to date’ then it is a savage indictment of 
the competence of these police officers in 
keeping under scrutiny a man whom even 
Hetherington is forced to describe as ‘‘a 
potentially dangerous extremist’’. 

In some form, Hetherington’s 
appallingly complacent letter will return to 
haunt him. If the activities of Malski’s 
group of violent fanatics do not themselves 
cause him to review his words, then 
certainly developments on the continent in 
the very near future may force him to 
reassess his sanguine verdict on Malski’ S 
— 


NEW LINKS IN TOUR FIRM TERROR CHAIN 


SEARCHLIGHT'S investigation last month into the activities 
of the tourist guide firm Heritage Tours, has thrown up hard 
new evidence of wanted foreign terrorists being aided by 


British right-wingers: 


50 Warwick Square. 


In our last issue we revealed that 
Heritage Tours, run by two well- 
known right-wingers and operating 
from a flat at 50 Warwick Square in 
London, used as one of its guides the 
Italian right-wing fugitive Roberto 
Fiore. 

More recent information from a source 
close to the circle of right-wingers who lived 
at the flat reveals that not only was Fiore 
living there since last November, but that at 
least two other wanted Italians were visitors 
to the flat. They were Luciano Petrone and 
Massimo Morsello. Morsello, with Fiore, 
faced extradition charges in Britain in 1982 
and is still wanted on terrorism-related 
offences in Italy. Petrone has just lost an 
extradition case in London, and is currently 
awaiting his appeal. The Italian police want 
to charge him with the murder of two 
policemen. (Searchlight also reported, last 
March, that Morsello and other members 
of the same fascist terror cell acted as 
bodyguards for Petrone’s girlfriend Imogen 
Lucas-Box, when Petrone first appeared in 
court in London). The Warwick Square 


flat, shared by Michael Walker, editor of 
National Democrat (now called Phoenix), 
Nick Griffin of the NF, and Robin Davies, 
David Irving’s personal assistant, has now 
become one of the most tangible points of 
contact between the British right and 
foreign nazi terrorists. 

It was this terrorist connection which 
prompted the press to take up Searchlight’s 
story — not least of all because the flat 
below Heritage Tours at Warwick Square 
belonged to Conservative minister Nicholas 


Ridley. The security implications were not 


lost on the press, nor on other MPs who 
demanded to know why Ridley had not 
been warned by Special Branch, who 
claimed to have been watching the flat. 
One character who has been seriously 
embarrassed by the affair is Gareth Light, 
Political Officer and Membership Secretary 
of Westminster Young Conservatives, who 
also resided at the flat. He later claimed to 


the New Statesman, somewhat implausibly, 


to have been working as an infiltrator for 
the ‘Jewish Defence League’, a group 


which does not exist in Britain. Light is also 


a national committee member of the Young 
Monday Club, to which he was introduced, 
he told the New Statesman, by Tory MP 
Harvey Proctor ‘‘at his Fulham flat’. Since 
his exposure Light has left the country and 
taken a job in America. 





BACK TO FRONT 


NF NOSES AHEAD IN FAR-RIGHT REVIVAL 


The attempted martyrdom of Albert 
Mariner by the National Front 
leadership in an effort to build new 
support amongst its more activist 
members proved something of a flop in 
its first couple of weeks. Mariner, a 
leading East London NF activist, died 
of a heart attack last May, some days 
after his participation in a violent 
National Front activity in North 
London. But reports reaching 
Searchlight from various parts of the 
country, in particular London, indicate 
a small but sustained revival in street 
activities at least. 


This, coupled with the efforts of Eddy 
Morrison’s National Action Party and 
Tony Malski’s even more paramilitary 
National Socialist Action Party, reflects a 
worrying trend, a new breath of life in the 
lungs of the lower levels of the British 
fascist beast. The now annual National 
Front rally in London on the same day as 
the opening of the Notting Hill Carnival 





was no better attended than other NF 
demonstrations in recent times, with 100 
National Front activists and the well-known 
racist Lady Jane Birdwood in attendance. 
Well turned-out paramilitary types were 
seen keeping an eye on things from the edge 
of the open-air meeting place in Fulham in 
south west London. The speeches were 
openly anti-Jewish in their nature and little 
regard was given to any possible action by 
the authorities against the speakers for 
inciting racial hatred. 


Back to the Streets 

In Tachbrook Street market in Pimlico, 
London, local people have witnessed the 
return of fascist paper sellers with their 
minders and the now customary 
photographer to intimidate those passers- 
by who disapprove of their wares. Local 
anti-fascists tell us it is the first time in two 
years that they have been seen on the 
streets. 

In Islington in North London, not only 
have their paper sellers reappeared, but 
teams of leafletters have been roaming the 
streets in the night chanting ‘‘White 
Power’’ slogans. A number of local pubs, 
where the landlords have refused to serve 
them because of the way they pester and 
assault other customers, have later been the 
subject of attack by gangs of skinheads. 
Outside one public house which was 
virtually besieged by this gang, large 
numbers of police turned up and found 
themselves, as well as the pub, under 
attack, with vicious hand-to-hand fighting 
going on. 


Back to the terraces 


It looks like after the fairly quiet time on 
the terraces last season the National Front 
will attempt to re-establish its image as the 
spoiler of family football by making a 
number of first and second division 
grounds no fit place for decent fans and 
their families. The young NF openly 
threatens disruption with slogans like ‘‘If 
you’re not British don’t come to the Leeds 
ground’’. Birmingham City, West Ham and 
Chelsea are also in line for trouble. The first 
match of the new football season between 
Birmingham City and West Ham gave rise 
to over 230 arrests after a mini riot at 
Euston station. 
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The Jewish cemetery in Edmonton, north 
London, after an attack by nazi vandals. 








Back to violence 


Other fascist activity is even more ominous. 
In our March issue we reported on the 
murder by fire of two elderly Jews living in 
Enfield. In an editorial we protested that, 
despite the strong evidence of active racism 
and anti-semitism in that part of London, 
the police would not accept this as relevant 
and were getting nowhere with their 
investigation. Since then the local nazis 
appear to be gloating. They have carried 
out a number of attacks on Jewish property 
in the area, culminating in a savage attack 
on the Jewish cemetary in Montague Road, 
Edmonton. During the attack thousands of 
pounds worth of damage was done to 
tombstones. This time the police theory is 
that it is down to glue sniffers. In London’s 
Hyde Park a memorial to victims of the 
nazi holocaust has been daubed. 

In Brighton two serious assaults have 


been carried out on workers in two of the 
town’s well known bookshops since the end 
of July. In the first attack two men, 
described as looking like soldiers, in their 
late 20’s with short but not skinhead style 
haircuts and wearing paramilitary outfits, 
punched and injured a man in the Odd 
Volume bookshop. In late August four men 
fitting a similar description carried out an 
attack on The Public House bookshop. 
This time a man was badly beaten, not only 
with fists and boots but also by a heavy fire 
extinguisher taken from the wall. The 
attackers left after smashing up the shop. 
Radical bookshops up and down the 
country have been alerted to increase their 
security. Although Eddy Morrison, leader 
of the National Action Party with its small 
but poisonous membership, has returned to 
his home town of Leeds, his 20 activists in 
the south of the country have maintained 
their nuisance value in recent weeks. Men 
selling the NAP paper were seen in 
Brighton prior to the second attack. 
Morrison’s merry men have a penchant for 
dressing up in military style garb and 
damaging property, generally in the middle 
of the night. Could it be that they are 
moving on from property to people? 
Brighton CID officers appear keen to 
stamp out this unpleasant type of political 
activity as soon as possible. 

In another part of Sussex one well-known 
nazi street activist has just got his come- 
uppance. Tony Oliver from Beddington, 
Surrey, was arrested during a National 
Front march in Brighton last November. 
When he appeared in court in January this 
year on a breach of the peace charge he 
gave a false name and address, and was 
bound over to keep the peace for a year in 
the sum of £100. Later the police discovered 
that the man was really Oliver and 
rearrested him. Appearing before Judge 
John Gower at Lewes Crown Court he got a 
year for attempting to pervert the course of 
justice and a further three months 
concurrently on the breach of the peace 
charge. Mr Oliver, it appears, is no stranger 
to the courts and this was his reason for 
giving a false name. When Oliver is not 
perverting the course of justice we 
understand that he is active in the 
Territorial Army. Ministry of Defence 
please note. 

In the Midlands two men were sentenced 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court for what 
the Judge described as a racial attack. The 
two men in the dock were Kevin Neil James 
aged 25 and a well-known local fascist and 
former NF member Kevin Charles Wilcox 
aged 27. The men got a well deserved three 
years each for attacking a black man in 
what the court was told was a vicious and 
unprovoked attack. The man was struck 
with a hammer and kicked whilst on the 
ground. He was in hospital for four days 


(centre) and John Tyndall (right). 


Fading out? Ray Hill (left), once prominent in the BNP. Also pictured, Kenneth McKilliam 








following the attack. 


Problems, problems, problems 


In many ways the National Front has 
suddenly started to regain its old status 
among the British far right. Apart from the 
Horst Wessel factor in the Albert Mariner 
case, Martin Webster is benefiting from the 
fact that his arch rival John Tyndall, leader 
of the British National Party, seems to be 
running out of steam. Now racked by 
internal criticism of the influence Tyndall’s 
in-laws exert on Party policy and 
administration, the BNP has been dubbed 
the British Nepotism Party by others on the 
far right. Tyndall is also finding it much 
more difficult than the Front to hire halls 
for meetings. Of course he does not have a 
lawyer with the ability of Richard, ‘‘Did six 
million really die?’’ Verrall’s wife Tessa to 
do battle in court for him as has the NF. So 
for his it is the same old ‘‘tell a lie and get a 
hall’? approach, and this does not always 
work. Recently the BNP tried to get a 
booking at Birmingham’s three-star Crest 
Hotel under the guise of the ‘‘Axon 
meeting’. Keith Axon is their Midland’s 
organiser. The hotel cancelled the booking 
when they found out who the room was 
really for. No room, no meeting. 

Tyndall just does not appear to have 
what it takes to get the activists on to the 
streets any more. The disappearance from 
the scene of Ray Hill, one time 


organisational top man in the nazi style 
‘British Movement’’, who took with him 
into the British National Party a lot of the 
younger and harder street activists, and 
could always be relied upon to wake up 
audiences at outdoor rallies after Tyndall 
had bored them to sleep with his mock 
Mosley platform manner, will mean that a 
lot of the younger kids will drift towards the 
NF. Tyndall’s insistence on playing up 
Webster’s homosexuality both at home and 
abroad may also have caused some scaling 
down of support from some of his own 
closet gays and, with that, a drop in party 
funding. The smaller and more extreme 
British Movement maintains a schizoid 
existence with glue-crazed skins 
representing it on the street at one level, and 
on the other, there is the growing 
promotion and concentration on leader 
Michael McLaughlin’s personal publishing 
empire. 

So for the time being it seems that 
Webster is winning the race for the British 
nazi right by something more than a short 
head from his old nazi comrade John 
Tyndall. But up and down the country anti- 
fascists are once again waking up to the fact 
that the nazis are working to the maxim of 
the German nazis in the late ’20s and early 
30s: ‘‘who controls the streets may in the 
long term win the battle’’. Once the 
slumbering giant of the British anti-fascist 
movement shakes itself fully awake it will 
be back to the back room for Webster and 
his kind. 


Continued from page 4 


Searchlight produces a yearly index and, 
from time to time, pamphlets which give in 
depth coverage to particular topics 
(including Academic Racism, and Women 
and Fascism). We intend to reproduce a set 
of ‘Recaps’ in pamphlet form, and have 


plans for other special publications. The 
researchers on the magazine also continue 
to feed stories to the national press and 
television: we have been deeply involved 
with research for the New Statesman, News 
of the World, Daily Mirror, Credo and 
World in Action (among many others). 

It is our belief that in these times, a 
magazine like Searchlight performs a sadly 


necessary role. If you are a regular reader, 
we hope you will continue to subscribe to or 
buy the magazine. If this is the first issue 
you have seen, we hope you will become a 
regular. On the cover of our pilot issue of 
February 1975, Maurice Ludmer decided to 
reprint the classic anti-fascist slogan of the 
1930s, ‘‘They Shall Not Pass’’. It was our 
motto then, and it’s still our motto now. 
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TWO GERMAN nazis arrested in 
England earlier this year and wanted in 
West Germany on charges of 
attempted murder, causing explosions 
and armed robbery, were ordered to be 
extradited by a London court on 
August 22. 

Walther Kexel and Ulrich Tillman were 
arrested at the Dorset home of veteran 
British nazi and paramilitary instructor 
Major Ian Souter Clarence in February. 
Both had been members of the VSBD and 
the Hoffman Group, nazi groups now 
banned in the Federal Republic after being 
involved in terrorist activity. With others 
from Frankfurt, Kexel and Tillman are 
alleged to have been responsible for bomb 
attacks on American service personnel and 
their homes. The others charged were Peter 
Fraas, Dieter Sporleder and Helge Blasche. 
A sixth man, Odfried Hepp, was with Kexel 
and Tillman in Dorset but escaped arrest 
and is now thought to be hiding in Belgium. 

After this, the latest in a series of arrests 
of nazi fugitives, word is spreading amongst 
Europe’s nazi groups that Britain is no 
longer quite the safe haven it once was. 

The problem facing Britain will be a very 
worrying one. Until now very few out and 


out extreme right terrorist acts have taken 
place here, because the nazis in hiding in 
numerous safe houses have not wanted to 
foul their own nests by drawing police 
attention to themselves. Once they no 
longer need the safe housing facility Britain 
has given them for the last 20 years Britain 
may well find itself on the target list. 


Walther Kexel. 





LETTER 





For the second month running you have 
carried an item about me, the obvious 
inference of which is that I have been 
connected with and am sympathetic to the 
aims of the MSI. As there is no truth in 
these innuendos and as I am sure you will 
not wish to link me with neo-fascism when 
there is patently no foundation for such a 
belief, I am writing to you to set the record 
straight, and to ask you to publish this 
letter in your magazine. 

Over 10 years ago I was a student 
member of the Monday Club. In 1972 the 
MSI held a Youth Congress in Italy and 
invited the Monday Club to send three 
observers to it. The Monday Club invited 
me to be one of these observers. All the 
expenses of the trip were defrayed by the 
MSI and their purpose in inviting us was to 
see whether the Monday Club, as a leading 
supposedly ‘‘right wing’? group in the 
Conservative Party, shared the same 
political outlook as themselves. 

It rapidly became clear to them, at the 
Congress, where I made a speech in Italian 
(the notes of which I still possess) that we 
did not agree on much — still less on the 
most fundamental point of all, namely their 
belief that Parliamentary democracy should 
be replaced by the Corporate State. 
Whereas they believe that the State should 
have the power to direct and control 
industry and economic activity, I have 
always supported ‘‘minimal State’’ policies 
in this respect, and the basis of my 
philosophy all my adult life has lain in the 


writings of the ‘‘Austrian’’ school, 
especially von Mises and Hayek, both of 
whom sought refuge from Hitler in the 
Western democracies. 

In the August issue of Searchlight you 
printed a photograph of me holding a 
picture of ex-President Thieu of South 
Vietnam. The event concerned was a march 
in London, the purpose of which was to 
express support for the anti-Communist 
Government of South Vietnam. You claim 
that the person standing next to me and 
holding the banner is someone called ‘‘Dino 
Ferigato, from Rome, a member of the 
Italian fascist party MSI’’. As I do not 
know Ferigato I cannot say whether this is 
correct. However, I have a_ similar 
photograph taken at the same event, and if 
it is the same person in both photographs 
then, as far as I can recall, he was part of a 
group of students who came down to the 
march from Glasgow University. 

I have never sympathised with the 
policies of the MSI, nor have I ever had any 
contact with the MSI other than when I 
attended the Youth Congress referred to 
above. I have not been a member of the 
Monday Club for 10 years but, so far as I 
am aware, they have not had subsequent 
contact with the MSI either. 

In view of the facts which I have outlined 
above, any further attempts to link me with 
the MSI or with ‘‘neo-fascism”’ in any way 
can only be mischievous and malicious. I 
shall have no hesitation in seeking the legal 
remedies, both civil and criminal, which are 
open to me if there is any repetition of these 
libels. 

Yours faithfully, 
Neil Hamilton, MP 











Police harass 
anti-apartheid 
pickets 


Over the past year London’s City 
Group Anti-apartheid Movement has 
organised a regular picket of South 
Africa House, Trafalgar Square, to 
draw attention to the plight of political 
prisoners in South Africa. Since it 
began, people on the picket line have 
been charged with a variety of public 
order offences, most of which do not 
carry heavy sentences, but act more as 
a form of (legal) harassment of the 
protest. In court the police have 
offered only the flimsiest of evidence, 
with no independent witnesses, and 
most of the cases have been dismissed. 

During an 86-day picket/vigil last 
autumn, seven pickets (three of whom were 
black) were charged with obstruction 
offences (of the highway or police), use of 
threatening words or behaviour, and 
making an illegal street collection. Almost 
all these charges were dismissed. The police 
unsuccessfully tried to secure a_ bail 
condition banning some of them from 
within a mile of Trafalgar Square. Some 
have, like the women on Greenham 
Common, been ‘‘bound over’’, which 
amounts to a serious restriction on 
legitimate political activity. 

More recently, two black youths, also 
active on the Hackney and Stoke 
Newington Defence Committee, were 
charged with ‘‘wearing a political uniform’”’ 
(jeans and a khaki jacket), an offence under 
Section 1 of the Public Order Act of 1936. 
They were also charged with possessing 
“offensive weapons’’ — this time novelty 
walking sticks — and with ‘‘threatening 
behaviour’’. Their cases were dismissed. 
Eye-witnesses saw uniformed police officers 
from ‘‘G’’ division (Stoke Newington) who 
have been following these young people. 

When another 24-hour picket was 
mounted by ‘‘South africa: the Imprisoned 
Society’’, nine arrests took place — again 
for obstruction. City Group says that the 
three women arrested were strip-searched 
and photographed against their will. 

In early June, City Group was given 1% 
hours notice to call off the picket by the 
Metropolitan Police because the Embassy 
was holding a party. When people 
assembled nearby, they saw that the police 
had completely blocked off the Trafalgar 
Square side of South Africa House, 
including the bus stop. This caused 
considerable inconvenience to people at 
rush-hour on a Friday! The order for this 
action had been signed by Sir Kenneth 
Newman himself. We cannot allow the 
irony of this to go unremarked — after 
numerous charges of obstruction, the police 
were helping the friends of apartheid to 
deny any access to a stretch of pavement in 
the very centre of London! 

City of London and Westminster Public 
Order Research Group. 


CUBE ROOTS Bee Carthew — veteran anti-immigration campaigner. 


DESPITE Tory chairman Cecil 
Parkinson’s dismissive verdict 
that allegations of right-wing 
infiltration of the Conservative 
Party were ‘the tip of an ice- 
cube’, stories of contacts 
between Tories and the very far- 
right continue to surface. 

Latest, of course, is the report in 
Private Eye, that Conservative 
Central Office itself was the venue 
for a meeting sponsored by the 
Swinton Circle and addressed by 
South African right-winger Ivor 


Benson. Benson is currently being 
wheeled around the country by Don 


Martin's British League of Rights on 
an extensive speaking tour. The 
British League of Rights is the 
British chapter of the anti-semitic 
World Anti-Communism League, 
and Benson is the leader of its South 
African chapter. 

As well as Martin, those present 
included the potty BLR_ stalwart 
Dr Kitty Little, former NFer Len 
Lambert, the ubiquitous Lady Jane 
Birdwood, who only recently graced 
a small British National Party rally in 
London, and David Irving's aide de 
camp Robin Davies. Running the 
show, on behalf of the Swinton 


MINISTER 


HE SPEAKS THE TRUTH | 


HEIS RIGAT 


HEATH IS LEFT! 


Circle, was longstanding anti- 
immigration campaigner and WISE 
activist Bee Carthew. 


FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES? 


Don Martin, chairman of the extremist 
British League of Rights, claimed at a 
recent meeting that two members of the 
government were ‘‘very sympathetic’ to his 
cause. He had long conversations with them 
but they have to ‘‘keep their horns drawn 
in’’ at the moment so as not to prejudice 
their positions. 

Martin was speaking at a League of Rights 
meeting in Birmingham’s New Imperial Hotel, 
held on 19 August. 

The main speaker at the Birmingham meeting 
was South African Ivor Benson. Benson is a 














65-year-old former SS man Thies 
Christophersen has been arrested by 
West German police after entering 
the country without identity papers. 
Christophersen was leader of a neo- 
nazi group based in Schleswig- 
Holstein which had links in most 
West European and Scandinavian 
countries. He is well known for his 
books like The Auschwitz Lie. In 
1976 he was fined £400 in Denmark 
| for publishing illegal propaganda. 
He was given a nine-month prison 
sentence in West Germany in 1981 
and has been on the run every since. 
Recently he has travelled to East 
Germany and has mainly lived in 


Leading revisionist arrested 


local nazis. He surfaced this summer 


to create a new series of multi-_ 


europe. 


former ‘‘news analyst’? for the government 
controlled South African Broadcasting 
Corporation. Benson and Martin are currently 
travelling the country, addressing a series of 
meetings. 

The audience consisted of about 45 people. A 
third were the usual middle-aged respectable 
looking people you find at such gatherings. The 
rest consisted largely of young men in their 20s, 
who had apparently travelled some distance, and 
were from groups such as the National Front. 
Benson gave his audience a ‘‘conspiracy theory”’ 
view of the world, combined with a gloss of 
intellectualism — names such as Oswald 





Belgium where he was sheltered by 


in the company of Brighton’‘s nazi 
publisher Anthony Hancock when 
they attended the annual nationalist 
festival at Diksmuide in Belgium. 
During his stay in Belgium he 
started his own magazine, a rather 
up-market glossy product with a 
hard nazi line. He has also worked 
for other imprisoned neo-nazis to 
gain them support and aid. His 
arrest will be a serious blow to a plan 


language nazi journals in ide toate 





Spengler were mentioned. 

Benson spoke on the subject of South Africa. 
In his view ‘‘international finance capital’’, or 
the ‘‘money power’’ was behind what was 
happening in the world. The ‘‘money power’’ 
arranged for the Russian Revolution to take 
place, was behind the growth of nationalism 
after the Second Worid War, and stopped the 
Falklands Islands from being developed. 
Although African countries were given their 
independence, a ‘‘white wrist remained in 
control of the black hand’’, and there was not 
true independence. According to Benson, some 
at the top of every country, including Russia, 
know and secretly work for, the ‘‘money 
power’’, which is aiming to create a universal 
international market. 

Benson said that before the Europeans 
arrived, the Africans were living in well 
organised societies, with a well developed 
agriculture, and that the Ashanti, for example, 
had a working democratic system. Competition 
between different tribal groups existed, but this 
was “‘like the pecking order in the farm yard’’. 
Colonialism was a ‘‘golden age’ for the 
Africans, while millions had died since 
Macmillan’s ‘‘Winds of Change’’ speech in 1960. 

A man in the audience asked if the famine in 
Africa was being used by the ‘‘money power’’, 
and what could we do to help the starving 
people? Benson replied that we should do 
nothing to help them as that would be better in 
the long run. 

He referred to ‘“‘courageous academics’, such 
as Peter Bauer at the LSE, who has written a 
book opposing foreign aid, and Anthony Sutton, 
author of a book on Wall Street and the Russian 
Revolution. 

Benson said that he had recently spoken at a 
conference addressed by General Sir Walter 
Walker, and that under questioning, Walker 
agreed that ‘‘the money power is behind it’’. 
Benson ended his talk with a call to ‘‘join the 
counter-revolution’’. 








Irving’s new gospel: Hitler was Jews’ best friend 






The latest claim of the David Irving 
gospel that Hitler knew nothing of 
the nazi Holocaust against the 
Jews was spelled out recently at 
the annual conference of the 
Institute for Historical Review in 
America. Now Irving alleges that 
the Jews in nazi Germany had no 
greater friend that Adolf Hitler. 

The conference was held from 3-5 
September amidst extremely tight security 
at the Grand Hotel in Annaheim, 
California. It was organised by the Institute 
for Historical Review run by the notorious 
anti-semite Willis Carto (see Searchlight 
98). 

Revisionist historian Irving was the 
principal speaker and focused on Uprising’, 
his book about the events of 1956 in 
Hungary. First, however, he discussed his 
work on the Second World War. ‘‘Hitler is 
in the dock’’ he told his audience, but ‘‘the 
Jews had no greater friend in the Third 
Reich than Adolf Hitler’’. As evidence, he 
offered the claim that an instruction had 
gone out to nazis after the infamous 
‘Crystal Night’ ordering an end to the 
destruction of Jewish property. 

Throughout his presentation, Irving 
employed some of the now traditional code- 
phrases used by revisionists when referring 
to Jews: ‘‘my critics of a certain 






David Irving: ‘Hitler was the Jews’ best 
friend”. 


persuasion’’ and ‘‘those who think eating 
pork is offensive’’. He left promptly after 
delivering his piece, but not before 
brandishing a $1,000 bill and offering it as a 
reward for anyone who could prove that 
Hitler knew of the Holocaust. 

Other speakers at the conference 
included Willis Carto himself, Robert 
Faurisson, Dr William Lindsey, Faurisson, 
Dr William Lindsey, Friedrich Berg, Martin 
Larsen, William Staeglich and H. Keith 
Thompson. In the audience of over 100 
were KKK leader David Duke, and James 
K. Warner of the Klan and the Christian 





Defence League. Also present were two 
delegates from FEMACO, the Mexican 
chapter of the World Anti-Communism 
League. 

Willis Carto’s speech to the conference 
was significant for the broad sweep with 
which he defined the far right’s classic 
obsession: the global conspiracy to take 
world power. According to Carto, ‘‘the 
conspiracy is more complex than many 
people realise’’ and includes ‘‘zionists, the 
super rich, communists, the Bilderberger 
Conference, the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, the Trilateral Commission and 
the Federal Reserve System’’. 

The true nature of the gathering — and 
of revisionism itself — became all too 
apparent at the conclusion of a presentation 
by H. Keith Thompson, a veteran right- 
wing figure who has recently re-emerged 
after a lengthy period of inactivity. He gave 
the lie to the revisionist movement’s claims 
that the Holocaust did not take place when 
he exhorted his audience to ‘‘Stand by the 
Third Reich. Stand by the Holocaust — 
whether imaginary or real. And if it was 
real, so much the better’’. At this point the 
conference hall erupted into wild applause 
and laughter. And none, apparently, 
applauded louder or laughed longer than 
Robert Faurisson, who has been prosecuted 
three times in his native France for denying 
that the Holocaust ever happened. 












National Front members in Bolton 
have just suffered two body blows 
to their hopes of rebuilding an active 
branch in the area. John Hamilton, a 
former NF organiser, decided to join 
the local Conservative Party, but 
because of the current alarm in the 
Tory Party about infiltration, their 
local Council leader, Brian Allanson, 
told the local press that he was 
against taking Hamilton into the 
Party’s ranks. Shortly afterwards 
Hamilton was told to go. 

Within days local NF circles were 
shocked to see Mr Tony Parkinson, 
the current organiser, departing 
from the ranks of the _ faithful. 
Parkinson should be complimented 
on his frankness. In a letter to NF 
headquarters in London he wrote, “I 
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DOUBLE TROUBLE FOR BOLTON NF 


Out in the cold: Tony Parkinson (left), and John Hamilton. 





only joined the party so that | could 
use others as a scapegoat for my 
own personal failures in life’. Local 
regional Party boss David Riley now 
appears to be in some doubt as to 
whether any group or branch exists 
in Bolton at all. A relaunch which 
Riley attended had only taken place 
on 4th August. 


@ MEDICAL STUDENT PARALYSED 


A young Asian medical student was paralysed 
after an attack by racists who broke into his 
home in East London. 

Dipak Amin was found with a fractured spine 
and multiple knife wounds two hours after the 
attack. He had just returned from visiting a 
friend in hospital. 

The gang who attacked him also carved the 
letters NF into his wrists. 












@ THE PAGAN PARTY 


It has been a bad summer for all the main 
religions in Britain. Nazis and racists have 
carried out attacks on Sikh temples, Mosques, 
Jewish cemeteries and synagogues and finally the 
Church of England has come under attack in 
Petts Wood, Kent. 

The church hall of Christ Church (United 
Reformed) was first daubed with National Front 
slogans and then set on fire. 

A Church spokesman said he was mostly upset 
at the set-back the fire damage would cause to 
the Church’s work with the elderly and the 
handicapped. The Vicar, the Rev. Ken 
Chippendale, said there had been two break-ins 
before Christmas. The hall was also used by the 
local Sunday School, the scouts and the 
brownies. The local police investigation is in the 
hands of Det. Sgt. Robert Craig who can be 
contacted at St Mary Cray police station on 
66 73211. 

Clearly the nazi louts who carried out the 
attack would not see any use for the hall if they 
came to power. In nazi Germany they banned the 
scouts , murdered the elderly and handicapped, 
and built up a pagan religion in opposition to the 
Church. 


e@ FIREBOMB ATTACK IN HANDSWORTH 


As Asian family escaped unhurt when a 
firebomb was thrown through the window of 
their house in Handsworth, Birmingham. 

Student Charanjit Mahay (20), raised the 
alarm when he heard the sound of breaking glass 
shortly after midnight. A milk bottle filled with 
petrol had been thrown through the window, 
setting fire to the furniture, and producing thick 
clouds of smoke. 

Charanjit woke his mother, Bishan Kaur, his 
sister Charmen (15), and brother Parhjit (13), 
and the family fought the fire with buckets of 
water till the fire brigade arrived. (Evening Mail 
12.8.83.) 


~ 


Government sponsored pogrom in Sri Lanka 


On the face of it, the recent 
disturbances in Sri Lanka have 
all the hallmarks of a ‘‘race 
riot’’: over 1,000 Tamils killed, 
100,000 made homeless refugees, 
thousands of Tamil homes and 
businesses burned out — and all 
by gangs of Sinhalese thugs. The 
majority, Sinhalese (80 per cent 
of the population) are Buddhists 
claiming descent from the Aryan 
North of India, the minority, 
Tamils, are Hindus descended 
from the Dravidian South. 

But this was not a simple race riot. 
For thousands of years the Tamils and 
Sinhalese lived amicably together. It was 
only under British rule that racial and 
religious differences were exploited for a 
typical divide and rule policy. The Tamil 
minority was used as the administrative 
class for British colonialism and enjoyed 
educational and employment privileges 
over the Sinhalese people. (An 
additional one million Tamils were 
brought by the British from South India 
to work the plantations created in the 
Sinhalese hill country). Since 
Independence in 1948 each government 
has attempted to placate the Sinhalese- 
majority electorate by down-grading the 
Tamil language, reducing Tamil access 
to employment and education and 
settling Sinhalese in traditional Tamil 
lands until the Tamils have become 

. second-class citizens in their own 
country. 

As they have despaired of justice in 
the present set-up — reflected in the call 
for a separate state of Eelam and a small 
but growing armed liberation movement 
— the Sinhalese masses have been 
directly encouraged by _ the 
institutionalised discrimination against 


Mass brutality returns to Chile 


The fascist military junta which has 
ruled Chile since the coup 10 years ago 
now faces its deepest crisis ever, with 
mounting opposition from every class 
and level of Chilean society. Monthly 
“Days of National Protest’’, which 
began in May, have grown to the point 
where the regime has almost lost 
control of the situation. 

The latest and biggest of these on August 
11th, was met with mass brutality on a scale 
unknown in Chile for years. Twenty-five 
people, including several children, were 
shot dead in cold blood by the 18,000 
soldiers brought on to the streets of 
Santiago and given the order to shoot at 
protesters ‘‘at stomach level’’. Troops shot 
indiscriminately into wooden shacks from 


the Tamils and the invective of Sinhalese 
politicians, to see the Tamils as their 
enemy. Eight times since Independence 
communal feelings have been whipped 
up resulting in violence against Tamils, 
but nothing on the present scale. 

Rioting spread all over the island, 
even on to the tea estates where the 
poorest section of Tamils try to eke out 
an existence. Hardly a Tamil home is left 
standing in the major towns, on the East 
coast around Trincomalee whole villages 
have been abandoned. Motorists on the 
city streets who could not recite a 
Sinhala verse were dragged from their 
cars and hacked to death, homes were 
set alight, children thrown into the 
flames, women raped and murdered. 

But two important factors have now 
emerged: the riots were not spontaneous 
but planned, and the armed forces 
themselves took part. It is now clear that 
Tamil homes and businesses in wealthy 
parts of Colombo, the capital, had been 
selected in advance — names having 
been obtained from the electoral 
register. And despite curfews and rigid 
press censorship reports have been 
smuggled out of Sri Lanka implicating 
high ranking officials in the rioting. 
According to the Dutch Stichting Sri 
Lanka Werkgroep’s eye witness acount 
reported in the New Statesman 26.8.83, 
at least three Government Ministers — 
Premadasa (Prime Minister), M.H. 
Mohammed (Minister of Transport) and 
Cyril Matthew (Trade Minister) all 
organised their own thugs during the 
July riots. The new law which allows the 
Government to ‘‘hold in trust’? damaged 
Tamil property has added support to 
speculation that big businessmen used 
(or promoted) the riots in order to take 
over the businesses of Tamil 
competitors. 

Not only did the army and police (95 
per cent Sinhalese) fail to protect the 





where they heard the sound of pots and 
pans being beaten in protest. Hundreds 
more were injured. But even this terror has 
not cowed the clamour for an end to 
dictatorship. Another protest is due on 
September 8th, just three days before 
Pinochet ‘‘celebrates’’ 10 years in power. 

In attempts to appease popular anger, 
Pinochet has reshuffled his cabinet and 
brought in more civilians — including Senor 
Jarpa as Interior Minister. Jarpa is no 
liberal — indeed, he was a founder of 
Chile’s fascist party in the 1940s — but he 
has been brought in to give the appearance 
of reform. 

It is widely believed that crucial sectors of 
the Chilean armed forces — and their US 
mentors — have already taken the decision 
to depose Pinochet and that it is only a 


Tamils from attack but from every area 
come reports of their active involvement 
in the riots. In the port of Trincomalee 
the the sailors broke barracks to join in 
the killing; in Jaffna (the Northern 
province claimed as a homeland by the 
Tamils) the army shot schoolchildren at 
a bus stand, and burnt houses to the 
ground. It is now clear that the Sinhalese 
prisoners who, on two. separate 
occasions managed to enter the cells of 
Tamils held on political charges and 
massacre some 53 of them, were aided 
and armed by the security forces. 

The President of Sri Lanka, J.R. 
Jayawardene, has pleaded ignorance of 
his security forces’ involvement and has 
belatedly appealed for calm. Yet it is his 
Government that gave unprecedented 
powers to the armed forces including 
power to detain suspects for up to 18 
months, and dispose of dead bodies 
without post mortem. It was _ his 
Government that on different occasions 
promoted police officers found guilty in 
court of violating human rights. It was 
his Government that was condemned 
earlier this year by amnesty 
International for torturing its ‘‘political 
prisoners’ — all of whom were Tamils 
held under the notorious Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. 

In demonstrations in London, 
Jayawardene is denounced as a mass 
murderer, placards caricature him as the 
Fiihrer, army camps are _ re-named 
concentration camps. Perhaps the 
comparison with nazi Germany is 
extreme. But there is no doubt that Sri 
Lanka has witnessed its worst pogrom 
and the Exodus of Tamils — not just to 
Jaffna, but to India, Singapore, 
Australia, Canada, UK, in fact to 
anywhere that will take them — has 
begun in earnest. 


as junta falters 


question of when and how. Alliances of 
Christian Democrat and other centre and 
right political parties are being formed to 
provide an alternative government that will 
be acceptable to the military. One of the 
crucial decisions will be that over the future 
of identified torturers and murderers. The 
army will be anxious to ensure an amnesty 
for members of the security forces who 
have committed such crimes. 

Meanwhile killing and torture go on, and 
so does British aid to the Chilean armed 
forces. Three Lieutenants of the Chilean 
Navy are currently receiving training at 
HMS Dryad in Portsmouth. Britain was 
one of few Western democracies which did 
not make any public condemnation of the 
killings on August 11th. 
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West Germany — echoes of 1933 





Government deports Turkish 





workers while nazi activity 





continues unabated 





The tragic death of a 23-year-old Turk 
in West Germany has caused the 
international spotlight to fall once 
again on the increasingly harsh policy 
of the new West German government 
towards it guest workers. A wave of ill 
feeling stirred up both by the 
government and by dozens of small 
nazi groups as well as the two larger 
ones is now reaping a harvest of hate. 
This growing campaign is awakening 
old feeling in those who watched the 
growth of Hitler’s persecution of the 
Jews after he came to power in 1933. 
Fifty years on a German government is 
resorting to ‘‘legal’’ means once again 
to attack a section of its population. 

Friedrich Zimmerman, Minister of the 
Interior in the new Bonn government, is on 
the extreme right of the CDU. In the short 
time he has been in office it is reported that 
he has been cooking up deals with the 
Turkish military junta to find ways and 
means of returning Turkish workers 
resident in Germany to Turkey. But even 
more sinister are reports that Zimmerman 
and the Junta appear to be targeting certain 
anti-Junta elements in exile in West 
Germany for deportation back to the 
torture chambers of the Generals. A 
number of deported Turks have been 
arrested on arrival and thrown into prison 
to await a fate designated by the military 
rulers. 

The case which has now shamed the 
German government internationally is that 
of Kemal Altun, the younger brother of an 
exiled Turkish left-wing MP. Altun died 
after throwing himself from the upper floor 
Court room in Berlin as he faced a 
deportation hearing. The 23-year-old 
Turk’s case had raised nationwide protest 
not only from the left and Green Party MPs 
but, it is reported, even from Herr Hans 
Dietrich Genscher, the German Foreign 
. Minister. But the right-winger Zimmerman 
pushed right ahead and now has Altun’s 
blood on his hands. 

From all over West Germany reports are 
coming of pressure on the Turkish 
community and attacks on the families of 
Turkish workers. In one case Turkish 
workers occupied a factory as a protest 
against the treatment of their families. 
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Instead of persecuting Turks, Mr 
Zimmerman would be far better employed 
investigating a real evil in German society: 
the resurgence of nazism. The brief survey 
below of fascist activities during the month 
of July amply illustrates the scale of this 
resurgence. 

Wuppertal 13.7.83. Just a week after 
dedication of a memorial to victims of the 
Kemna concentration camp, nazis daub the 
monument with anti-Jewish slogans. 

Recklinghausen 14.7.83. Members of the 
nazi ‘‘Viking Youth’’ paint anti-semitic 
slogans on local Jewish community 
premises. 

Kaiserlautern 18.7.83. Leaflets calling for 
a ‘‘Fight against the Turks”’ are distributed. 
They are signed ‘‘in the name of all 
Germans by the fans of the Hertha BSC 
football team in Berlin’’ . . . the same gang 













ee 


‘The ‘National 






Youth of East Fresia’, a nazi group at a ‘defence camp’ in Emden. 


of hooligans who handed out pamphlets at 
last October’s West Germany vs. Turkey 
match urging German fans to chant 
demands for the expulsion of foreigners. 
Bochum 21.7.83. The far-right ‘‘Citizens 
Initiative Against Foreigners’’ advertises 
tee-shirts with the German eagle motif and 
slogans like ‘‘I am proud to be a German’’ 
printed on them. Already Dortmund 
football fans have been seen wearing them. 
Solingen 21.7.83. The NSDAP/AO 
(nazis abroad) dish out leaflets titled ‘‘A 
call to battle’? and containing the slogan 
‘‘Free the Fatherland. Foreigners out!’’ 
Munich 22.7.83. Jesuit priest, Father 
Leppich, delivers a sermon at Bad 
Kreuznach in which he vents xenophobic 
hatred against the Poles: ‘‘The Poles have 
invaded us. Wroclaw (formerly Breslau) is 
no Polish city. I am fed up with all this talk 
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about German guilt... 
are a perversion!’’ 

Gelsenkirchen 23.7.83. Nazi NPD 
members threaten a woman teacher for 
looking after Turkish youngsters at a youth 
camp. 

Kaufbeuren 26.7.83. The founder of the 
extreme-right ‘‘German Freedom 
Movement’’, Ernst Otto Remer, brags that 
his organisation already has 600 members, 
mainly young people. 

Frankfurt 2.8.83. Arndt Heinz Marx, 
leader of the openly nazi ‘‘National 
Socialist Action Front’’, gets off with a 
light fine after being accused of grievous 
bodily harm and possession of offensive 
weapons. He had beaten up a woman 
journalist outside a nazi meeting in 
January. 

We would suggest that there is plenty 
there for Herr Interior Minister 
Zimmerman to get his teeth into. He might 
also look into why the ex-Waffen SS 
organisation, HIAG, has been allowed by 


our guilt feelings 





On 5 October 20/20 Vision screens a 
special investigation into torture in 
Namibia under South African rule. 

_ It had to be filmed secretly by a team 
using amateur equipment and posing as 
tourists. _ 

It reveals that South African 
controlled security forces are responsible 
for the widespread and systematic 
torturing of political opponents, 
criminal suspects and even civilians 
who have committed no offences. __ 
Victims tell of being blindfolded, 
beaten, hung from poles, and burned 
and of enduring agonising electric 
shocks. But they were never 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND UP 





AUSTRALIA 


“Soviet Plot” Book 


Arguments in Australia over Aborigine 
land rights have taken a new turn with 
the. recent appearance of an ultra- 
rightist book, Red over Black, which 
claims Aboriginal unrest is being 
manipulated as part of a plan to create 
a Russian-controlled Aboriginal 
republic on Australian soil. The book’s 
author, Geoff McDonald, is a former 
member of the Communist Party of 





Part of a nazi arms cache discovered by 
West German police. 


Systematic torture in Namibia 


subsequently charged by the police. 

In some cases, people have simply 
disappeared and are now presumed dead 
by their families. A priest tells of how 
one man was roasted over an electric 
stove. He also reveals that three 

children, aged between 11 and 13 were 
given electric shock because they had 
stolen some clothes. 

In another case, security police played 
Russian roulette with a 15-year-old boy 
accused of stealing some darts. He was 
kept without food for two days, beaten, 
given electric shocks on his ears and then 
locked in a mortuary refrigerator 
normally used to store dead bodied. 


Australia and the book is produced by 
Veritas Publishing Co., the Australian 
equivalent of the British League of 
Rights-connected Bloomfield Books. 
McDonald has been touring Australian 
towns, speaking on his ‘‘chilling and 
almost unbelievable story’’. 


FRANCE 


US apology for nazi 
cover-up 


The United States has apologised to 
France for its protection from 
prosecution for war crimes of Klaus 
Barbia, the ‘‘Butcher of Lyons’’. 
Barbie, a former Gestapo official, was 
recruited in 1947 by the American 
Counter Intelligence Corps, officers of 
which in the summer of 1950 concealed 
information about his whereabouts 
and subsequently helped him to escape 
to Latin America in 1951. Barbie is 


the Stuttgart Finance bureau to register as a 
charity and to gain exemption from tax. As 
we have explained before, HIAG is an 
extremely sinister organisation. It claims 
that the Waffen SS was something 
completely different from the SS which 
carried out Hitler’s policy of mass murder. 
This claim is fraudulent from start to finish. 
The Waffen SS and the general SS were 
under exactly the same leadership. 

That Herr Zimmerman gives the upsurge 
of nazi activity little attention is hardly 
surprising in a state whose administrative 
set-up is infested with ex-nazis and nazi 
sympathisers. As we have pointed out in 
Searchlight No.22, ‘‘It is noteworthy that 
the German Intelligence Service which 
operates the Berufsverbote, a witch-hunting 
ordinance banning left-wing people from 
holding state jobs (civil service, teaching 
etc.) keeps no files on the HIAG’’. This 
nazi veterans organisations is 40,000 strong 

and Herr Zimmerman can’t go 
offending these people can he? 


Later the missing darts were found in the 
home of the policeman who had accused 
the boy of stealing them. 

Against this background of fear and 
intimidation Namibia’s black 
population is also suffering the 
disruption of South Africa’s bitter bush 
war on the Angolan border, massive 
unemployment, poverty and repressive 
security laws. They are trapped in what 
they themselves call ‘‘The Devil's 
Circle’’, which is the title of this special 
20/20 Vision investigation 8.30pm, 
Wednesday 5 October. 














presently in prison in France awaiting 
trial and is believed to have been 
responsible for the deaths of 4,000 
French Jews and other crimes. 


UNITED STATES 


Nazi Murders 


American Nazi Perry Warthan has 
been convicted of first degree murder 
for the killing of a teenage police 
informant. His victim, Joseph E. 
Hoover, had been passing information 
to the authorities on nazi leafleting of 
schools in California. After the verdict 
was announced, Warthan gave a nazi 
salute. 

Another nazi, Frank Spisak, has 
been sentenced to death in Cleveland, 
Ohio for three racist murders. Spisak 
read a statement which declared that he 
was ‘‘totally committed to the 
principles of building an _ all-white 
nation’’. 
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BY THE TIME you read this, gentle reader, a 
great event will have happened. The annual 
“International Symposium on the Open 
Society” (this phrase is Karl Popper's) is 
being held from 12-16 September at Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge, under the benign rule of a 
steering committee containing dissident 
libertarian Chris Tame, whose refreshingly 
totalist views on the freedom of the 
individual excluded him first from the 
National Association for Freedom and 
subsequently even from the Libertarian 
Alliance. 

The fact that the steering committee also 
includes Dr Masden Pirie of the Adam 
Smith Institute immediately characterises 
the bonanza as an effort of anti-statist, 
denationalise-the-army school of the Tory 
Right. The fact that libertarian luminaries 
like Anthony Flew and even F.A. Hayek are 
on the “advisory council’’ of the 
organisation would tend to confirm the 
point. 

So, what is this? Also on the A.C. is listed 
no less a figure than Peterhouse Fellow 
Maurice Cowling, whose views are very far 
removed from that of Chris Tame and his 
fellow freedom fighters. Cowling is indeed 
more or less the high priest of the sect 
(whose other mullahs include Roger 
Scruton, see below) which sees Tory 
libertarianism as the most dangerous of 
heresies. Indeed, in his introduction to the 
seminal anti-libertarian Conservative Essays 
(1978), Cowling boldly attacked the notion 
of Conservatism having anything to do with 
nutty laissez-faire ideologies: “It is not 
freedom that Conservatives want”, he 
wrote disarmingly, “what they want is the 
sort of freedom that will maintain existing 
inequalities or restore lost ones”. And he 
particularly attacked the “anti-totalitarian 
liberals” for their distrust of the state and its 
authority. 

Will the delegates to the Symposium be 
aware that there is a statist mole in their 
ranks? 


* * * 


A SIMILAR contradiction is presented by 
Roger Scruton, Conservative Essays 
contributor, sometime Fellow of 
Peterhouse, and now 7imes columnist. In a 
recent effusion, concerned with Zimbabwe 
(6 September), Scruton as always elegantly 
presents the case for an independent 
judiciary, on the grounds that “it is able to 
set the state against itself, and so . . . limit 
its power”. Tears spring to the eyes with 
Scruton’s evocation of the need for “the 
ordinary man” to be able to “protect himself 
against the powers that be”. 

All of which is very fine, until you 
remember that Scruton, in his silm vol. The 
Meaning of Conservatism took a quite 
different line on the rights of ordinary folk 
vis-a-vis the state. The Conservative, he said, 
“seeks above all for government, and 
regards no citizen as possessed of a natural 
right that transcends his obligation to be 
ruled’. Even democracy itself, he went on, 
“can be discarded without detriment to the 
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civil well-being as the Conservative 
conceives it”. 

But it would be unfair of us not to 
mention that there are limits even to 
Scruton’s arch-conservatism. In the latest 
(summer 1983) edition of his organ Sa/isbury 
Review, the Birkbeck seer attempts to 
distance himself from the call for 
compulsory repatriation made by his oppo 
John Casey in the first edition of the 
aforesaid journal (a call first publicised in 
the magazine you are presently reading). 
Cop a load of this: 

“While we may disagree with the policy of 
compulsory repatriation — a policy which Casey 
at least entertained, whether or not he wished 
finally to recommend it — there is no doubt that, 
merely to arrest the flow of immigrants cannot 
solve the social problem.”’ 

This paragraph does raise one question, 
however: if Scruton doesn’t know whether 
Casey was recommending compulsory 
repatriation (it seemed clear enough to us), 
why doesn’t he just call Gonville and Caius 
College (0223 312211) and ask him? 


% * * 


WE WERE AMUSED to note, in an Economist 
piece on the Government's political 
advisors (27.8.83), that Downing St Think- 
tanker Peter Shipley is described as “a 
former civil servant said to know all about 
Britain’s ultra-left’’.. Readers whose 
memories extend back to Issue No.88 
(October 1982) may recall that Mr Shipley 
knows quite a bit about the ultra-right too. 


% * * 


THE Sunday People recently carried an 
“exclusive” story about the author of “Did 
Six Million Really Die”, Richard Verrall, aka 
Richard Harwood, sueing the elder Mr 
Hancock for unpaid royalties. Searchlight is 
always happy to see the truth in print about 
these characters, but wasn’t it a wee bit 
late? Searchlight carried the story on its front 
pages last April, and the Jewish Chronicle 
and the London evening paper 7he New 
Standard followed it up. The People story had 
two names on it: Angus Meyer, a staff 
member, and Robert Erringer, a free-lance 
journalist and author. Mr Erringer’s 
contribution appeared to have been the line 
that Verrall is no longer a fascist. This is 
nonsense, but is the same tale Erringer tried 
out months ago on the Daily Mirror which 
was not taken in by it. Verrall and his wife, 
solicitor Tessa Sempwick, are still near and 
dear to the National Front, Verrall as a 
political adherent, and his wife acting as 
their lawyer when they fight local 
authorities over bans on their using halls for 
meetings. 


SEARCHLIGHT was interested to read in a 
recent Private Eye that one-time Tory 
prospective parliamentary candidate Roy 
Painter had been charged by police after 
trying to recover a debt. The article pointed 
out that Mr Painter is big in the private 
cleaning business and a buddy of David 
Evans of “Exclusive Cleaning”. Evans is a 
Tory Councillor and had spearheaded a 
campaign for the privatisation of street 
cleaning. Painter, it appears from the 
report, had spent the previous evening 
having dinner with Enoch Powell. But 
nowhere did the report mention Mr 
Painter’s defection in the ‘70s from the 
Tories to the National Front and later to the 
National Party, before returning to his Tory 
friends. Mr Painter, famous for his Union 
Jack emblazoned taxi, stood twice for the 
Front as a parliamentary candidate. 









Roy Painter, on NF march with his Union 
Jack emblazoned taxi. 


* * * 


Front activist, 





Former National election 


candidate and convicted thug, Keith 
Squires is back in the news in_ his 
Tottenham, North London, stamping 


ground. Squires progressed from the NF, via 
prison for a vicious assault on a Labour 
Party member at an election count, into the 
National Party, and later attempted to take 
over a local tenants group before being 
exposed and kicked out. He is now a 
landlord. However, he is somewhat 
unconventional about the properties he lets 
to people as homes. 

Recently the Hornsey Journal reported on 
the plight of one of Mr Squires’ former 
tenants, 79-year-old Alexander Bone. Mr 
Bone, it appears, was living in a lock-up 
garage for £2.50 a week. But Mr Bone found 
himself without any sort of roof over his 
head after Mr Squires decided that he was 
going to develop the site, which includes 23 
other garages, into a lorry park. Mr Bone 
was told to go, but refused. Some time later 
his garage home was burned down. Local 
police and the fire brigade were surprised at 
press enquiries over the fire, as the owner of 
the property, Mr Squires, appeared not to 
have reported it to them. Mr Bone is 
insistent that he had reported the matter to 
the local police. 


*% % * 


The latest issue of the British Movement 
paper, 7he Mercenary, tells members how to 
go about attacking the CND by obtaining 
anti-CND material from Whitehall. 
Taxpayers will be glad to know that their 
money may be going towards printing 
leaflets which are being used by Britain's 
nazis to help promote the Thatcher line of 
nuclear defence. 


RECAP No. 19) —— 


latter group steppe up 


The tradition of paramilitary activity 


by the British far right goes back to _ 


1926 and the General Strike. At that 
time vigilante style groups of strike 


breakers, often led by ex-Army . 


officers, were active against trade 
unionists. | 
With the advent in the 20s of Mosley’ $ 


Blackshirts who had all the appearances — 
of a private army, with uniforms, custom — 


built trucks and barracks, the 
Government of the day moved towards 
outlawing such groups with the 1936 
Public Order Act which forbade the 
wearing of political uniforms and the 


training of private political armies. Even — 


after the Blackshirts were banned many 
of Mosley’s followers adopted a style of 
dress little short of uniform. In particular 
the Number One Headquarters Group 
known as the “Il Group” became the 
organised strong-arm unit of the 
Movement. 

It took two decades and a world war 
before the British far right was able to 
produce such a disciplined group again. 
The White Defence League, deeply 
involved in the Notting Hill race riots of 
1959, developed a style which carried on 
into the original British National Party 
and resulted in the formation of 
“Spearhead”. By the time of the BNP 
split in 1962 and the setting up of the 
National Socialist Movement under the 


forged links with groups in 
Austria, France, Belgium and Germany 


so that they could exchange ery 


skills, 


attempt was made to create a new 
British Nazi Party at a time when Colin 


Jordan was dropping the title’"Nazi’ and _ 


forming the British Movement. This. 
small organisation based on cells of nazi 
activists was known as the National 
Socialist Group (NSG) and was led by 


_ David Courtney, a former Jordan officer. 


Its main aim was to set up a nazi training 


base in the highlands of Scotland and to | 
‘Its 
exposure and the subsequent arrest of | 
its members who were | 


acquire weapons and bombs. 


two of 
manufacturing machine guns led = its 


: oir domiee. : 


ARAMILITARY 
RIGHT 


southern Africa and Lebanon t 

actual battlefield experience. Others 
_ were and are serving 
At the end of the ‘60s a short-lived 


soldiers or 
members of the Territorial Army, 


membership of which is much approved | 


‘of by the fascist groups. 


__ The exposure of joint Column 8&8 and 
TA manoeuvres in the mid-70s did 
‘nothing to dampen down their 


enthusiasm for such fun and games. In _ 


in various 


the late 1970s Major Souter Clarence 
: added a new military string to his bow 
with a group named Edelweiss which — 
-eanvassed for recruits 
European nazi journals. People who 
attended some of their guerrilla warfare _ 


training exercises claimed that serving : 


soldiers were also present. 


The easy availability of “American 


military training manuals, which teach 


people how to make bombs out of the 


_ contents of the kitchen cabinet, has 
_ been a running sore for the last 10 years, 


_with successive governments refusing to 
_ban their sale. The occasional spates of 


letter bombs to prominent public figures 


, are often the work of nazis using 


leadership of Colin Jordan Spearhead _ 


had become a uniformed elite and an 
early recruiting ground for the now 
notorious “Column 88’. John Tyndall 
was prominent in the work of Spearhead 
and when its activities were exposed by 


the Sunday People the police stepped in _ 


and charged a number of its members 


under the Public Order Act. Jordan, _ 


Tyndall and two other leaders were 
jailed. 


Bomb making classes 


_ During their trial evidence was produced 
of men drilling in military style within an 
organised military framework. Bomb 
making classes had also taken place 
amonst some of the leading nazi 
activists, and two bombings in London, 
one at the tomb of Karl Marx and the 
other at the offices of the Jewish 
Chronicle, pointed to their ability to use 
their newly gained knowledge. A bomb 

__ practice in the New Forest, an area long 

associated with Column 88, was also 

exposed by the press. In British nazi 
circles there was a lot of talk during this 

_ period not only of having what they 

claimed were self defence squads but 
also of other units in the style of active 


_ service assault groups. Names like the 


“Northern Army’’ became watchwords 


in the semi-secret world of British hard 


line Nazis. 


During the’60s Major lan Souter : 
Clarence surfaced first with his 
“Viking — 
_ Commando” and later Column 88. This _ 


schoolboy army, the 


Members of the A SM's ‘Spearhead unit 
on manoeuvres. 


By the 1970s the main far right 
organisations had become the British 
Movement, the National Front, and the 


NF’s various breakaways, and each of 
_ these developed its own hard core quasi- _ 


military unit. The British Movement’s 


“Leader Guard” enjoyed the training 


skills and military ability of Major 


Clarence in knocking its recruits into 
‘Front had its” 
“Honour Guard’, often populated by 
hard men with violent criminal records. _ 
_ Tyndall's later British National Party set 
up the “Special Tactical Activities — 


shape. The National 


Group’’ known as STAG. Th 
appearance of men in marchi 


formation on fascist demonstrat 


( mmonplace. 


_ concern. . 
_ former professional soldier who boasts 


sehwiques learned from these manuals. 


_| Survivalist training 


Currently the growth of openly para- 
military groups like Tony Malski’s 
_ National Socialist Action Party and the 

_ National Action Party is of very great 


Men like Malski, 


his admiration for the tactics of the 
Provisional IRA and French terrorist 
groups, have not so far been prevented 


_by the authorities from developing small 
_ but nasty units with members in the 


forces and the TA, and a potential for 


terrorism. Groups like Malski’s openly 


call on their members to arm themselves 
and to stockpile weapons and 
ammunition. 


_ The other trend on the military far right _ 

is the growing interest in survivalist — 

training. The new far right in Americais __ 
_ now deeply engaged in setting up very _ 


well organised training programmes for 


racial conflict, or even worse, after a 


nuclear war, they will inherit the future 


by the power of their knowledge and 


guns. Amongst Major Clarence and his. : 
_disciples this is a philosophy that has _ 


been swallowed hook, line and sinker. 


a young 


_its members and instilling in them the _ 
idea that after the country descends into | 


‘In 1983 the strengthening links _ 


between the Young National Front and — 
the ultra protestant Ulster Volunteer 


Force youth groups reflects once again . 
nordinate interest of British racists __ 
anything with the potential to kill and 


: im. Now in Britain sor @ of the more — 

_ sophisticated far rightist groups tell their 
__ members that they will be called upon to 
wearing camouflage uniforms b me 


fend the Realm if war or serio 


__ disorder takes place in the future. — 
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No sex please, we’re nazis 


Tee-Shirts for maximum impact’’. There’s, of 


Most of the publications of the fascists 
fit neatly into one of four 
classifications: the pompous, the 
violent, the violently pompous and the 
pompously violent. This month we’re 
going to take a break from the 
pomposities of the experts on the 
minutiae of conspiracies and racial 
skull-measurements, in order to 
concentrate on the violent stuff, 
whether pompous or direct. 


Fascist publications hardly come less pompous 
than Bulldog, the ‘‘paper of the Young National 
Front’’. Judging by the contents of August’s 
issue the typical Young National Front type likes 
nothing better than chanting racist slogans at 
football matches (‘‘Leeds United supporters are 
proud to be called racists and they are 
determined to make the National Front stronger 
than ever at Leeds this season’’) or enjoying 
melodies whose non-rhyming lyrics have refrains 
like ‘‘Smash the IRA! Smash the IRA! 
Remember the victims of their bombs’’ (the 
original recording of this song is obtainable from 
the NF’s headquarters and ‘“‘this record is 
guaranteed to give the reds the shock of their 
lives’’). 


BULLDOG: 


The short editorial of Bulldog makes it plain 
that the Young National Front is expecting ‘‘all- 
out racial civil war in Britain’s major cities’. No 
pompous analyses disfigure this editorial. 
Instead there’s the simple slogan’ ‘‘Send the 
Blacks home to their own countries’’, followed 
by a menacing threat which has echoes of Enoch 
Powell: “‘If the Blacks aren’t sent home, rivers of 
blood will flow through the streets of our 
country’’. The general tone of Bulldog is perhaps 
even better expressed by its cartoonist’s efforts. 
A crude line drawing of a policeman (‘‘PC Plod’’ 
is the imaginative name selected by the artist) has 
the member of the constabulary saying ‘‘All 
Pakis are extremely sly and shifty people’’; the 
same drawing is repeated with another caption: 
“Do Blacks burn better with oil or petrol on 
them?”’ 

A. similarly non-pompous and _ violent 
approach is to be seen in the publications of the 
National Action Party, led by Eddy Morrison 
who has marched in and out of so many fascist 
groups that even he must be losing count by now. 
When Mr Morrison attempts to write something 
more intricate than a simple call to violence, his 
command of grammar lets him down. Thus 
National Action of 8 July attempts a brief 
excursus on the subject of homosexuality only to 
come up with the memorable statement that 
“nature never meant men to have sexual 
relations with other men, nor women either’’. 
The Party’s other publication, Combat, has even 
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less content except to quote from Mr Morrison 
(or ‘‘the National Political Leader”’ as he likes to 
be known in these circles) to the effect that his 
party ‘‘must be a revolutionary cadre to build for 
the future’’. 

An advertisement in Combat suggests how this 
building might take place: ‘‘Interested in hiking, 
field sports, camping and general fitness?”’ the 
ad asks. If so, then the youthful reader should 
write to the Party to be put in touch with 
“Viking Youth’’, which is a European 
organisation, aiming to introduce young boys to 
the para-military side of fascist activities. 

It’s not just young boys who are to be 
introduced into field sports and such like, but the 
adult fascist can also find instruction in these 
activities. The British Movement, under the 
leadership of Michael McLaughlin, seems to 
have realised that it is unlikely to win any 
General Elections in the foreseeable future and is 
now concentrating upon its attempts to build a 
dedicatedly violent ‘‘cadre’’. It published, in 
addition to its usual political stuff, a sinister 
magazine entitled The Mercenary. Issue number 
3, as well as having pictures of all manner of 
weaponry and an intriguing set of small ads, has 
features on how to survive on the run, a 
recommendation for survivalist training and 
some rather bizarre ‘‘commando rules for 
battle’’: Number one is ‘‘pray to God daily’’ and 
number two is “‘make a fetish of personal 
cleanliness’’. Number Five, by the way, offers an 
interesting sidelight on fascist attitudes towards 
women’ 


‘Tell no lies in battle. All information must 
be accurate or you unit will suffer. 
Exaggerate to your girlfriends later but 
NEVER NEVER in battle’. 





RACIAL NATIONALIST YOUTH JOURNAL -“WHITE YOUTH UNITE!” 5p 


Many of the articles in The Mercenary are 
written by Sergeant Peter Brawley, and BM’s 
magazine Phoenix in issue 15 tells us a bit more 
about the Sergeant. Having been a British 
Movement parliamentary candidate, the 
Sergeant’s interest in the more forthright side of 
fascism came to the notice of the Greater 
Manchester Police Force, and now Sergeant Pete 
is serving time for a conspiracy charge. What a 
way, complains Phoenix, to treat someone who 
has only just ‘‘returned to this country after 
fighting terrorism in Rhodesia’. 

The violent themes which Phoenix and The 
Mercenary share are well expressed by the 
desription of the ‘‘Catalogue’’ which can be 
obtained for ‘‘two stamps’? from Phoenix: 
“Books, Survivalism, War, Race, Third Reich 
etc., Tape, Tee-Shirts, Knives, Crossbows’’. And 
if the knives and crossbows are not illustrated in 
Phoenix itself, nevertheless the Tee-Shirts are 
reproduced. There’s 10 of these ‘‘eye-catchin’ 


course, straight-forward Swastikas and SS 
symbols, of the type which the British Movement 
has been proudly carrying for years. It’s the 
newer designs which are of more interest, bearing 
as they do the symbols of The Mercenary. 
There’s two which had the soldier-with-fixed- 
bayonet design used by The Mercenary with a 
choice of two slogans: ‘‘Mercenaries do it for 
profit” and, even more tastelessly, ‘‘Kill ’em all 
— let God decide’. Presumably, this is taken 
from the mercenary’s Book of Daily Prayer. 


THE PHOENIX 








Turning from the violently violent to the 
pompously violent we come across Britain 
Awake, the monthly ‘‘Voice of British National- 
Socialism’’, produced by the sinister November 
9th Group. This group likes to establish the 
atmosphere of the concentration camp by 
referred to its leader (Terry Flynn) as 
“‘Kommandant’’. Just like Viking Youth and the 
survivalist types of British Movement, November 
9th encourages its members to ‘“‘take part in 
sports, swimming and hiking’ and it says that all 
members are guided towards ‘‘some type of 
sports activity’? (July’s issue). Then, without 
pausing for breath, and as if detailing the sorts of 
normal sports open to members, the writer goes 
on: ‘‘Many of us now own the complete black 
November 9th uniforms, consisting of 9th side 
cap, black shirt and trousers with riding boots 
and Nazi armband and insignia’’. 

This issue tells us a little about the November 
9th Group. As might be apparent, this group is 
dedicated to hard-line and completely unrevised 
nazism, believing that the first and last words of 
political theory were written by Hitler in Mein 
Kampf. Far from being ‘‘a secret elite that 
operated underground’’, November 9th claims to 
recruit from all manner of people (Arayans only) 
and its ‘‘success’’ is said to lie ‘‘in its 
uncorruptable leadership at all levels and its 
respect for the ordinary rank and file’’. And 
before Searchlight receives any letters of inquiry, 
let’s explain the groups name: November 9th 
1923 was the date Hitler’s early grab for power 
was violently and unsuccessfully ended on the 
streets of Munich. 

Britain Awake has its own attempts at the 
more pompous sorts of argumentation, a sample 
of which is all we have space to reproduce: 


‘People ask how we can be so sure of our 
beliefs. ‘How do you know you are right?’ 
they ask. the answer is that our movement is 
over 60 years old.”’ 


With the pressures of logic and coherence 
becoming too taxing for racial comrades, the 
signs are that a determined attempt is being made 
to keep up morale with various para-military 
exercises. And within the various fascist 
grouplets and fragments, there are those eagerly 
hoping to translate Enoch Powell’s “‘rivers of 
blood’’ prophecy into ugly fact. 


a 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
iecleli=1¢ac]a} (ei t-\-iell1 ane [cole] e-em OY Vn sam Gato)" iad 0] cole [U(or-Ye il o\ amr- I @Xo)|(=ConthYZ=) Msi] avers ¥m BY=Vor=1anlol-] aim KS VAc Im attain alelo Ine) 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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BLACK PRISONERS — HOME 
OFFICE AIMS AT GREATER 
CONTROL 


The August edition of the Criminal Law Review, a journal whose 
circulation is confined largely to criminal lawyers, carried a short report of 
a case involving two black men charged with robbery. Their trial was 
stopped when the judge disallowed identification evidence obtained in 
total disregard of Home Office rules. The two men had been in Bedford 
prison, and the prison staff there had collaborated with the police in 
denying the prisoners their rights to see or contact solicitors, and in taking 
them to a “‘confrontation’’ with witnesses which was flagrantly unfair and 


against the rules. 

It is unusual for incidents such as 
this ever to see the light of day, given 
the extent of the secrecy surrounding 
what goes on in prisons. Glimpses of 
the racism in prisons are afforded by 
black ex-prisoners’ accounts of their 
treatment, and by occasional events 
which are impossible to conceal, such 
as the death of Richard ‘‘Cartoon’’ 
Campbell at Ashford Remand Centre, 
Paul Worrell’s death in his cell at 
Brixton Prison, and the transfer of 
Steve Thompson to Rampton after his 
refusal to have his Rasta locks cut off. 

Searchlight readers are aware of the 
involvement of nazi groups in prisons — 
the NF has often boasted of the number of 
members it has among prison officers at 
Strangeways, Pentonville, Wormwood 
Scrubs, Wandsworth, Brixton and Walton 
prisons and Risley Remand Centre. In 
addition, Dartmoor is known to have an 
NF presence. 


Refusal to ban NF 


But racism in prisons has been condoned, 
and even encouraged, from the top of the 
Prison Service. The Home Office has 
consistently refused to ban NF or other 
extreme right group membership among 
prison officers or to make racism a 
disciplinary offence for them. In 1982 it 
issued a circular which commented on the 
use of ‘‘inappropriate’’ racial comments in 
parole reports. It cited examples such as ‘‘a 
devious character typical of his race’’, and 
‘‘all the Asian traits — all smiles, eager to 
please, and dishonest as possible when the 
opportunity presents istself’’. But far from 
calling on governors to discipline staff with 
such overtly racist views towards prisoners 
over whom they have total control, they 
simply call on prison staff to watch their 
language. In effect, they were allowing 
racism to flourish so long as it was kept out 
of written reports. 

Another form of response to the 
increasing anger of black prisoners and 
support groups over issues such as the 
Prison Services refusal to accept 
Rastafarianism as a religion was the 


creation of Race Relations Liaison posts at 
all prisons. These posts have been 
overwhelmingly filled by junior staff with 
no influence or authority in the prison 
hierarchy. The latest Home Office circular 
on race relations in prisons, issued on 28 
July, tacitly acknowledges the failure of 
such officers to have any effect on the 
structure of racism which deems the dirty 
prison jobs as ‘‘black’’ and the good jobs, 
with perks and opportunities for buying 
and selling, as ‘‘white’. 

The circular shows that the Home Office 
is now concerned to check the most overt 
forms of racism in prisons. It reminds 
prison staff yet again that they should not 


Pentonville prison officer flaunts support for NF. 


use words such as ‘‘nigger’’, ‘‘wog’’ or 
“‘coon’’ or address black prisoners as ‘‘you 
people’, and reminds governors of the 
need to ensure equal access to facilities, 
such as showers, the canteen and the 
library. But the real concern of the Home 
Office is revealed in the warning to prison 
governors not to allow black prisoners to 
become a separate group. The real fear is 
that such grouping enables black prisoners 
to join together and, by strength of 
numbers and solidarity, pose a real threat to 
the prison system. So dispersal within 
prisons is the real message: an even spread 
of white and black throughout the 
workshops, the laundry, the cleaning 
details and the landings of the prison, to 
avoid the creation of such solidarity. 

In the circumstances, then, the outburst 
of Colin Steel, Chairman of the Prison 
Officers’ Association, that the circular 
amounted to an attack on his members, 
although predictable, was fundamentally 
misconceived. The Home Office has no 
intention of further alienating prison 
officers, whose long-running dispute about 
their status, pay and conditions has brought 
chaos to prison administration. Nor has it 
any intention of eradicating racism. For the 
Home Office, it is not racism that is the 
problem, but the presence of black people. 
And it is towards the greater control of 
black people within prisons that the circular 
is directed. 
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Black workers 
strike at toy 
factory 


In August (see Searchlight No.96) 
we reported on a strike at Aire 
Valley Yarns near Bradford, 
primarily over the right to unionise. 
The issue at stake at Britains’ toy 
factory in Walthamstow is not 
unionisation (the workers are 
mostly members of the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union) but 
the compulsory 50-hour working 
week. However, the conditions 
made which the workforce are 
expected to comply with, and the 
treatment the strikers have 
received from both management 
and police are very similar to that 
in the earlier dispute. 


Conditions at the factory 

As in the case of aire Valley Yarns, Britains 
is known to be making large profits. In 
1981, an extremely bad year for the toy 





THE OTHER FACE 
OF NOTTING HILL 
POLICE 


This year’s Carnival in Notting Hill 
was peaceful. TV viewers nationwide 
saw the pictures of smiling police, 
dancing police, police playing their 
music at the Carnival. Newscasters and 
police spokesmen were delighted with 
the small number of arrests 

The success of the Carnival was 
portrayed as the direct result of the new 
“community policing’’ methods in Notting 
Hill. Police had announced beforehand 
that they would be policing the event 
lightly. The image they and the media 
succeeded in putting across was of police 
acting with humanity and sensitivity in an 
explosive, black inner-city area. 

That image is a gross distortion of what 
community policing is in Notting Hill, 
where the beat officers have been enlisted to 
step up the war of attrition against the 
black population, and the patrons of the 
Mangrove Restaurant in particular. 
Readers will recall the many and various 
attempts by Notting Hill police to smash 
the Mangrove over the past decade and a 
half — the show trials, for affray in 1970, 
drugs in 1979 and others inbetween; the use 
of the licensing laws to try to get it closed 
down, and the regular, now countless, raids 
and police ‘‘interventions’’ in the club. 


MANGROVE ACQUITTED 


The trial of five young black men arrested 
in one such raid, in April 1982, ended in 
acquittal for all but one of the men on 
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ko : : 
Pickets outside Britains factory 
industry in general, Britains made £720,000 
in profits out of the Walthamstow plant 
alone. It is known that Britains has steadily 
increased its profits since then. Yet the 
mainly Asian workforce are paid just £2.00 
an hour for skilled work, are forced to 
work a compulsory 50-hour week and any 
worker who doesn’t achieve a targeted daily 
production rate is issued with a warning — 
which is often followed by sacking. Even 
simple requests like asking for a pay-phone 
to be put in the plant are refused. 


charges of carrying petrol bombs and 
conspiring to injure police officers. They 
were among the 30 people arrested in the 
raid, in which police from Instant Response 
Units burst into the restaurant in full riot 
gear, including flame-proof overalls 
without identifying numbers. The road 
outside the restaurant was cordoned off, 
and windows and doors were broken in the 
raid. 

The four men who were acquitted on the 
order of the Judge on 9 August, said that 
they had been sitting in the restaurant all 
evening when the police burst in. Police 
officers from ‘‘H’’ Division IRU told the 
court that they saw the men in the glare of 
their van’s headlights, standing around a 
crate full of petrol bombs. They also 
mentioned seeing an overturned car. They 
said they chased the men into the 
Mangrove. 

Another Instant Response Unit had been 
on the scene. They were summoned by the 
defence to give evidence. They said that 
their van had been at the spot where the 
other IRU officers said they were, and that 
they had seen no petrol bombs, no crate, no 
overturned car — they had seen youths 
throwing bricks. 


Management response to the 
strike 


On 29 July 200 workers at the plant went 
out on strike; they were protesting against 
the compulsory 50-hour week. So far, the 
management has refused even to negotiate a 
demand for just a one-hour cut without loss 
of pay; instead, it has shown a fierce 
determination to smash the strike. Workers 
have received threatening letters and visits 
to their home, they have been verbally 
abused, their photographs taken, and scab 
drivers have been told to empty lorries and 
pretend to drop off loads. On the picket 
line, senior foremen and managers have 
acted as heavies to break up the pickets. 

One worker, Suleman Khan was knocked 
down when a white charge-hand drove 
straight through the picket line. Suleman 
was rushed to hospital with severe bruising, 
but police who had been standing nearby 
and had witnessed the incident merely told 
the strikers that it was up to them to take 
out a private prosecution against the scabs. 

It also seems that the strikers have 
received little if no support from their 
union. TGWU district official Tom 
Knowles told a local news _ reporter: 
“‘They’re not exploited. When I first took 
over this factory a few years back they were 
working ai/ the hours of the day and 
night.”’ 


Then the defence called an officer who 
had been on the roof of an adjoining 
building. He said he had seen no petrol 
bombs, no crate, no overturned car, and 
none of the four men either. Hearing this 
evidence, the judge stopped the case against 
the four and directed their acquittal. He 
praised the arresting officers for 
“courageously containing a potentially 
violent situation’ and told them to be more 
careful over their identification evidence in 
the future. 

Apart from showing the lengths police 
will go to get convictions (the eight ‘“H” 
Division officers, for example, all made 
their notes together, in ignorance or 
defiance of the Met regulation which 
forbids the practice) the case also illustrated 
the reality of community policing in 
Notting Hill. For the officer on the roof, it 
emerged, had been there for six months, 
equipped with night vision binoculars, on 
‘“‘observation’’ which’ included 
photographing everyone who went in or out 
of the Mangrove. If he saw a new face, he 
radioed down to the van round the corner, 
and another officer then stopped the new 
person and got his name and address, to go 
with the photograph. 


Racism, deportations and the fight back 


MIDLANDS CONFERENCE 
on Saturday 29 October at Digbeth Civic Hall, Birmingham 


A one day conference has been organised to set up a Midlands anti-fascist anti-racist liaison 
committee. Speakers will include Claire Short, MP for Ladywood, Muhammed Idrish and 
representatives from the Indian Workers Association. Delegates are invited from Trade Unions, 


CARF, ANL and deportation campaigns. 


For further details and registration, contact Mike Peckmore, c/o Birmingham Trades Council, 1917 
Corporation Street, Birmingham. 





BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


Cartoons from the Sun, 18.8.83, (top) and 
The Standard, 2.9.83. 


“IF HER CARBUNCLE HASN'T GONE BY NOON... SLING HIM OUT I" 
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Protest over police dog unit 


An official complaint has been made over an 
incident in which three black people needed 
hospital treatment after being attacked by police 
dogs. Brynley Heaven, chairperson of Hackney 
Council’s Police Committee, said unleashed 
police dogs were being used as a matter of 





In Searchlight No.6 (June 1983) we 
reported on the situation of overseas 
nurses in Newham. These nurses, 
mostly from Malaysia, have been 
refused permits to work in Britain. 
In effect, this refusal constitutes a 
threat to deportation. Even if the 
nurses were to return to their 
countries of origin, as a letter from 
the Director of Nursing Education 
at Newham School of Nursing 
implies they should, the nurses 
would still face unemployment at 
home. For to take up a nursing post 
at all at least six months actual work 
experience as a fully qualified nurse 
must be gained. 

Thus, these overseas nurses, all too 
readily used by local authorities as 
students when their labour is cheap (a 
student nurse earns approximately 
£3,800), are discarded as labour, their 
training invalidated, at the point of 
qualification. 


The Newham experience 

Following a campaign in Newham, nine 
nurses immediately at risk were 
promised nursing posts with 6-month 
contracts. However, it seems that 
Newham health authority is reluctant to 
continue with this arrangement as a 
national campaign set up by the 
London-based Malaysian Nurses Society 








routine during police stop and search patrols in 
the borough. The incident occurred when a 
woman was stopped by the unit. A crowd 
gathered and a fight developed during which a 
policeman fell through a plate glass window. 
Scotland Yard said he was deliberately pushed by 
a man he was struggling with but witnesses say 
the officer ‘broke it accidentally. One man who 
was returning home from work and had stopped 
to look at what was going on was pushed by a 
policeman who told him to move on. The man 
said there was no need to push him and the 
officer then released his dog and the man was 
bitten on the leg. Another man, a_ local 
hairdresser, was bitten on his thigh when a dog 
sprang at those gathered. (Morning Star 5.8.83.) 
Prior to this incident, Inspector Peter Legge said 
the dog teams had been warmly welcomed by the 
public. The unit of eight Alsation dogs and their 
handlers came to Hackney at the beginning of 
July after being used in the Tottenham area ‘‘to 
prevent day-time burglaries, make arrests and 
improve public relations.’’ Asked if people might 
find the Alsations alarming, Inspector Legge 
said: ‘‘Criminal elements might not like them, 
the public feels reassured.’ (Hackney Gazette 
29.7.83.) But this view has been strongly 


OVERSEAS 
NURSES 
DENIED WORK 













has publicised Newham’s refusal to offer 
contracts to newly qualified nurses. The 
major demand of this campaign is that a 
minimum period of 6 months post- 
qualifying experience be given by all 
local health authorities to all overseas 
nurses. This experience in Newham, the 
society says, is the beginning of a pattern 
which is being repeated up and down the 
country. 











Cuts in the National Health 
Service 


The Malaysian Nurses Society regards 
this attack on its members’ livelihoods, 
and indeed their very existence here in 
Britain, as part-and-parcel of cuts in 
health expenditure presently eating away 
the infrastructure of the NHS. ‘‘These 
cuts not only reduce the employment 
opportunities of both local and overseas 
nurses’, they say — Overseas nurses, 
being amongst the most vulnerable 
sectors operating within the NHS, are 
one of the first groups to be attacked — 
‘‘but also further deteriorate the 
standard and quality of the existing 
health services’’. Thus, the campaign of 
the Malaysian Nurses Society has at its 
heart a two-fold purpose: first, to bring 
to the attention of the public the plight 
of overseas nurses in the UK; and 
second, to highlight the deterioration in 
the national health service due to public 
expenditure cuts. 

























criticised by Hackney Black People’s 
Association. They have been told of several other 
incidents in which police dogs were let loose on 
people. Far from feeling ‘‘reassured’’ by the 
presence of police dogs in Hackney, the local 
black community see their use as ‘‘a clear case of 
intimidation and harassment.’’ (Hackney 
Gazette 9.8.83). 


Asian woman protests over police treatment 


A young Asian woman said she was stripped, 
searched and dragged in front of several male 
officers while wearing only a thin slip, after she 
was arrested following a demonstration outside 
the Home Secretary’s house. She also said the 
officers made jokes about her embarrassment. 
Miss Nita Datta and three other young Asian 
women were kept for a night in police cells 
before being bound over to keep the peace. They 
said they intended to continue their campaign 
against the deportation of Afia Begum 
(Searchlight 97). Another of the women arrested 
said the drawstring from her petticoat was 
removed during the night at Bow Street police 
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station. (Guardian 18.8.83). Despite criticisms of 
this incident, Tory MP Geoffrey Dickens is 
planning an amendment to the revived Police 
and Criminal Evidence Bill which would mean 
that police would no longer need a reason to strip 
search suspects. The four women who were 
arrested are considering an appeal against the 
decision of Horseferry Road magistrates to bind 
them over for one year in the sum of £1,000 each 
to keep the peace. Their solicitors consider the 
amount excessive and said the normal bond was 
between £100 and £250. The GLC Women’s 
Committee is preparing a strongly worded letter 
of condemnation to London’s police chief Sir 
Kenneth Newman over the women’s treatment. 
(Morning Star 19.8.83.) 


Detective bailed 


Detective Constable John Lunan was remanded 
on £10,000 bail at Horseferry Road magistrates 
court charged with arranging to have a Nigerian 
man charged with an offence he did not commit. 
(The Standard 8.8.83.) 


Boy locked in cell 


A 17-year-old boy has said he was bundled out of 
bed early one morning and locked in a police cell 
for two hours without explanation. His mother, 
who was in hospital recovering from an 
operation at the time of her son’s arrest, said it 
was obviously a case of mistaken identity as her 
son had never been in trouble with the police 
before. In a statement Scotland Yard said, ‘‘We 
can affirm that a 17-year-old coloured youth, 
male, from an address in SW19 was arrested at 
07.45 on July 29 on suspicion of burglary 
offences. He refused to answer questions at his 
home and was taken to Wimbledon police station 
where he was released 20 minutes later’. Local 
Tory MP Angela rumbold is to take the matter 
up after speaking to the boy’s mother. (The 
Standard 17.8.83.) 


Protest after pub arrest 


A young black woman has complained to a 
magistrate that she had been searched and white 
women had not when police raided a pub looking 
for drugs. The woman said: ‘‘I became very 
angry .... 1 was searched again at the police 
station but they did not find any drugs on me.’ 
She pleaded guilty at Highbury Court to using 
threatening behaviour but said she thought she 
was justified in her protest. The magistrate told 
her he had taken into account what she had said 
but fined her £10 and bound over to keep the 
peace for six momths in the sum of £25. 
(Hackney Gazette 16.8.83.) 


COURTS 





Tower Hamlets’ councillor Dennis Twomey, 
vice-chairperson of the council’s police 
committee, was found guilty of obstructing a 
police commander and driving without due care 
and attention at a demonstration in protest at the 
death of Colin Roach. He was cleared of 
assaulting two police officers. (East London 
Advertiser 12.8.83.) 


“Police are too lenient’’ 


Old Street magistrate John Nichols has criticised 
police for being too lenient in granting bail to 
people accused of ‘‘mugging’’ offences. He 
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made his remarks during a hearing against two 
brothers accused of attempting to steal from an 
unknown woman’s handbag in Hackney’s Ridley 
Road market. Mr Nichols said: ‘‘The court is in 
the position where persons who on the face of it 
should not get bail do so. I feel the court’s hands 
are tied to the detriment of the public interest’’. 
(East London Advertiser 12.8.83.) 


EDUCATION 





Schools and police 


Following a decision by two branches of the 
National Union of Teachers not to co-operate 
with visits to their schools by police, leaders of 
the National Association of Head Teachers are 
demanding a meeting with Home Officer 
officials to improve relations between the police 
and schools. (The Standard 4.8.83.) 


No action of “‘racist remarks” 


The CRE is taking no action over a Southall 
councillor’s allegation that Ealing Mayor, Bob 
Hetherington made racist remarks. Cllr 
Hetherington had been reported to the CRE after 
he was alleged to have made derogatory remarks 
about Asian teachers (Southall Gazette 26.8.83.) 


Call for inquiry into patient’s death 


A Plaistow family are planning legal action 
against Newham General Hospital after the 
death of 30-year-old Sukhdev Singh Bal, who 
died in the hospital’s intensive care unit after his 
family were told he was being admitted for 
routine tests and a malaria jab on_ the 
instructions of his GP. His family claim hospital 
staff gave him abnormally high doses of 
medication. His brother-in-law, Amrik Bhullar, 
said that when friends saw him at the hospital he 
was laughing and joking. Half an hour later the 
hospital phoned to say he was in intensive care. 
He never spoke again. The family believe he was 
given an overdose and they want to know why. 
At the inquest, which was adjourned, the 
coroner was told that Mr Bal had contracted 
malaria while on holiday in India but his family 
maintain the hospital did not tell them he had the 
disease. (Newham Recorder 11.8.83.) 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Goodmayes 


Mr Ajit Singh Boll was set upon by a 12-strong 
mob of white youths as he returned from an 
evening shopping trip with his wife. He was 
knocked to the ground and repeatedly kicked. 
The gang eventually fled when residents came 
out of their homes. Mr Boll was taken to King 
George Hospital where he was treated for severe 
bruising. (//ford Recorder 18.8.83.) 


Arson attack on temple 


Police are hunting a white youth who tried to 
start a blaze in a Hindu temple in Oldham. Quick 
thinking by a passing motorist and a local 
woman prevented the fire taking hold after a 
petrol-filled bottle was pushed through the letter- 
box. The temple, which has padlocks on every 
door and wire mesh over the windows, was 
empty when the attack took place. It was the 
second arson attempt on the temple. Two years 
ago it was badly damaged when paraffin was 
poured through the skylights. Repairs to the 
burned-out hall cost more than £4,000. (Oldham 
Evening Chronicle 15.8.83.) 


Mosque damaged by arsonists 


A mosque in east London has suffered its most 
serious in a string of attacks which appear to be 
racially motivated. Since the building opened 
three years ago, its front door has been kicked in, 
lighted papers pushed through the letter box and 
a worshiper’s car set alight. This time, a carpet, 
door mats, a wooden prayer stool and an 
electrical box were damaged by fire and there 
was considerable smoke damage. (Newham 
Recorder 11.8.83). 


Family had lucky escape 


An Asian family living in Park Lane, Wembley 
had a lucky escape when arsonists attacked their 
home. The family were asleep in their beds when 
an inflammable substance was poured through 
the front door and set alight, causing about £350 
of damage to the door and carpeting. (Willesden 
& Brent Chronicle 12.8.83). 
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